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Tutor's Name (in Arabic):

______________________________

Your Section Number: 

______________________________

EXAM COMPONENTS, GRADES AND TIME YOU ARE ADVISED TO SPEND ON EACH SECTION:

	SECTION
	MINUTES
	TOTAL POINTS
	EARNED POINTS*

	1: READING
	48
	20
	

	2: GRAMMAR
	36
	15
	

	3: WRITING
	36
	15
	

	TOTAL
	120
	50
	


* To be filled by tutor.

	SECTION
	1
	       READING
	     20 POINTS 
	       48 MINUTES


First Passage:  Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.
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	Denis Riley, at 76, already has one Open University degree, is currently studying for a second and looking ahead to working for a Ph.D. When he received his first B.A. – in the arts and social sciences – in 1973 he was the star of the degree ceremony.  "I staggered across and there was a lot of applause."  Now he is working for a degree in philosophy.  "University of second chance, they call it.  For me it was the last chance."

He was never expected to live so long: the doctor told his mother he was a weakling and she couldn't expect to rear him.  He lived and prospered:  left grammar school in Hanley, Staffordshire, at 15 and retired as the county's planning officer.  He spent his entire career in municipal engineering and planning, being twice president of the Royal Town Planning Institute.

Mr. Riley planned his retirement too.  At one time he said he'd spend it "preparing for death".  Now he puts it differently.  "People retire and die because there's nothing to do."  Initially he applied for a B.Sc. economics course at London but found the mathematics so transformed since his day that he was advised against it.

So he was one of the Open University's first students, even though a car accident reduced his active retirement to a wheelchair existence.  "It came at the wrong time, just as I was starting. But it never entered my head to give it up."  The accident has made him heavily dependent on his wife who ferries him to tutorials and summer school with the wheelchair in the back of the car.  Her support makes a big difference both physically and psychologically.

"Initially people couldn't understand me.  They thought I was an odd fellow.  But now the county treasurer, who's just retiring, says I'm an encouragement to others.  Anyway, my children think I'm marvelous."

He has trouble with his memory.  "I can remember what I learnt 20 years ago but not what I read last night."  And he struggles to hear the radio talks at dim hours:  "I set an alarm to wake up to hear philosophy."  He thinks the Open University could do with more tutors, fewer counselors, but fundamentally he's a great enthusiast for his studies.

Certainly the life of study has brought Denis Riley great satisfaction.  "I was missing something at the office, absorbed in the day-to-day routine.  Now I have a better sense of priorities.  There's no need to bother about so many ordinary things."  He's a little disappointed, though, with the philosophy.

"Each philosopher says something, then the rest set to work to prove he's wrong – and they do.  So in the end there's really nothing in it.  I suppose I was looking for an explanation, the answer to life, and philosophy doesn't give it.  I can tell you that now.  I don't know though whether the tutors will agree."  


Answer the following:

1.  Give an appropriate title for this passage. (2 points)
“Too Old to Retire” (or similar title)

2.   Why was Denis the star at the degree ceremony? (1 point)
He was an old man. (or similar answer)

3. According to Denis, why do people die?  (1 point)
Because (when they retire) there is nothing to do. 

4. How do other people see Denis?  (1 point)
They think he is marvellous./They admire him.(or similar answer)

5.  Which of the following is true of Denis's memory?  (1 point)
a. He cannot remember recent events.

b. His long-term memory is poor.

c. He can't remember what he hears on the radio.

d. He has a good memory for very recent events.

6.  What does the pronoun it (line 19) refer to:  (1 point)
The university or his study.
7.  What is the aim of the writer of the article? (2 points)
To inform / amuse.
Second Passage:  Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.
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	Laughter is a human reflex.  Everyone, from babies to very old people, laughs.  We like to laugh, but what's so funny?  The simple answer to that question is that whatever you think is funny is funny, and whatever you don't think is funny isn't funny.  Not all people laugh at the same things.  If you don't understand the situation, or if there are words or gestures that you don't know, it may not be funny.  Much humor is socially conditioned.  From our childhoods, we are taught to find some things funny and others not so funny.  Some kinds of humor are universal, however, and one can find examples of certain types of humor in most cultures.

Humor based on visual input, such as pratfalls, mime, and unexpected attire, can be found throughout the world.  The situations may differ from culture to culture, but the gist is the same:  someone slips on a banana peel or falls down some stairs; a silent comedian acts out familiar scenes using exaggerated movements and without uttering a word or sound; animals appear in cartoons wearing human clothes, such as an elephant wearing a ballet skirt or a dog wearing sunglasses.

Humor that depends on language can also be found in every culture.  This type of humor comes in the form of stories, satires (works that ridicule habits or ideas), plays on words based on double meanings, and so on.  Because it so strongly reflects the cultural norms and expectations, this type of humor is often difficult for those outside of the culture to understand.

Most of the humor in our lives comes from what we see and do every day, from the jokes we tell each other, and from the silly moments we share.  Sometimes we laugh to show solidarity with a group: women will laugh at a joke about how much trouble men are; teenagers will laugh at a joke about friends.  The world is full of so many serious situations that we often protect ourselves by finding something funny in even the most awful situations.  For many, the old saying is true:  laughter is the best medicine.


1.  What is the tone of the article? (2 points)
Realistic/serious

2.  Which paragraph contains information on verbal humor?  (1 point)
The third paragraph

3.  Which paragraph talks about humor as seen by the eye? (1 point)
The second paragraph
4.  The last paragraph mentions a type of laughter which is not caused by something

     funny.  What is this type of laughter? (1 point)
Laughter to show solidarity/support.
5.  What is the aim of the article? (2 points)

To inform

Give a synonym (one word) or explain the meaning of the following words:

6. attire (line 10) (1 point)

clothes (or explanation)

7.  exaggerated (line 13)  (1 point)
overdone (or explanation)

8.  solidarity (line 23) (1 point)
support (or explanation)
9. awful (line 26)  (1 point)
terrible (or explanation)

	SECTION
	2
	      GRAMMAR
	     15 POINTS 
	       36 MINUTES


1.  Join the two sentences in A and in B.  (2 points)
A.  Stanley couldn't come here on time.  The traffic was heavy.

Stanley couldn’t come here on time because/as the traffic was heavy.

B.   The peak hour ended two hours ago. He hasn’t arrived yet.

Although the peak hour ended two hours ago, he hasn’t arrived yet.  /
The peak hour ended two hours ago, but he hasn’t arrived yet.

2.  Give the right verb.  (4 points)

Here  is  the news.  The Japanese  eat a lot of fish.      Japanese  is an important language for international business.  The Japanese people enjoy spending money on trips abroad.

3.  Reduce the underlined clauses into phrases using the present participle.  Make the

     necessary changes.  (2 points)
A.  While he was boarding the plane, John dropped his wallet.

While boarding the plane, John dropped his wallet.

B.  After he lost his wallet, he became very sad.

After having lost/losing his wallet, he became very sad.

4.  Fill in the gaps with a, an, the, or X (no article).  (2 points)
Many people enjoy a  trip abroad.  Countries such as the Hawaiian Islands, X Jamaica, the  Philippines and  X Costa Rica are good to visit.  Places such as  the Alps, X Mount Everest, and  the Sahara are a must.

5.  Write a clause that best completes the following: (2 points)
A.  If you came earlier, you (/I/we, etc.) would + verb (infinitive).
B. Had they set the machine in motion, they (/ it, etc.) would have + past
participle.
6.  Choose the right tense (simple present, past progressive or present perfect):  
     (3 points)

John likes to tell stories.  Although he has never travelled  abroad, he talks about his adventures in other countries.  When I met him last week he was telling his sister a story about his adventures in Africa.  His sister is aware of the fact that he has never visited Africa.

	SECTION
	3
	WRITING
	     15 POINTS
	      36 MINUTES


Write a multiparagraph essay of about 300 words on how to solve the problem of water pollution.  First, write an outline in the form of an idea map, then write your essay.  Revise it to check that the theme has been developed properly and that your language and writing mechanics are correct.

IDEA MAP (3 points)

Write your essay here. (12 points)
                                                                 Write on the back of this page if necessary.









EL112:  English Communication Skills (2)








� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3 ���





FINAL EXAMINATION


Day & Date: Thursday, 19 June, 2003


SECOND  SEMESTER   2002/2003








PAGE  
5

_1102318231.bin

