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Faculty of Language Studies

EL121: The Short Story & Essay Writing
Tuesday 27/1/2009 

Exam Hours: 2-4 pm
Time Allowed: 2 hours
NOTES TO TUTORS/MARKERS:
1. Students are required to answer THREE questions as follows: 

· Question No 1 from Part A : Obligatory

· One question  from Part B ( Question 2 OR Question 3)

· One question  from Part C ( Question 4  OR Question 5)

On the table below, tutors are requested to tick the questions which the student has answered.

2. Distribution of marks between Content and Language Accuracy (Lang) is as follows:

· Levels 1-2 Courses: For language & communication errors a maximum of 3.5 marks will be deducted from students' mark on each question. 

	PART
	Question

No
	Mark

Allocated

(per question)
	Marks Earned/Deducted 
	Marker's Initials & Signature

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	

	
	
	
	Mark for Content  (out of allocated mark)
	Mark deducted  

(For lang.  & com.  errors)
	Earned Mark 

(1 minus 2)
	

	A
	1
	18
	
	
	 
	 

	B
	2
	16


	
	
	 

 
	 

 

	
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	4
	16


	
	
	 
	 

	
	5
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	50
	
	
	
	 

	 Sec  Tutor's Name : 
	 Signature:                                             Date:


Section Tutor Remarks

GENERAL MARKING GUIDELINES
A.  Before the actual marking begins,
1) Branch course coordinator (staff tutor) meets with tutors of the course concerned and mark a random sample of students’ exam scripts to ensure marking consistency.

2) In the meeting, branch course coordinator also reads and distributes the marking instructions/answer keys, and General Marking guidelines adopted by the University.

3) In courses which have more than one tutor, one tutor should mark some answers of the answer script and another tutor should mark the rest of the answer script. This type of group marking is meant to ensure marking uniformity and objectivity within the same section/group, over the different sections/groups. It is required by the University as an effective tool toward standardization.
B. Marking Instructions

1. Use a red ballpoint pen or red pen.

2. Marks should be written in the right-hand margin at the end of the student’s answer and they should be ringed (circled). 

3. Ticking is needed to ascertain what the marker had accepted. Markers are also required to write notes/comments to justify the mark given for each answer. No page should be left without some marking proof.

4. Candidate errors should be underlined, and a word of explanation added.

5.  If a student answers more questions than required, mark only the first set of questions that suffice to count as the minimum required.

6. An answer crossed through by a student should not be given any mark.

7. Marks of individual answers should then be transferred to the cover page of the exam script, and should be added up, double-checked, recorded in numbers and in writing, and signed alongside by the marker.

8. When the exam’s final mark is transferred to the student’s final assessment form, double check all marks (continuous assessment, final exam, and final mark). The final mark should be rounded to a whole number (integer).

9. All matters related to the marking of exams should be treated with strict confidentiality. 

10. Before marks are entered, markers should be invited to a meeting by the branch course coordinator (staff tutor) to discuss marking issues and final results.

11. The branch programme coordinator should be informed by the course coordinator of all such meetings. He is responsible for assuring uniformity across all courses of the programme within the Branch.

Marking Grid
	
	CONTENT (70%)
	LANGUAGE & ORGANIZATION (30%)

	A


	Excellent answers showing confident and wide-ranging knowledge of core material, good understanding of any relevant theory, and a capacity to address the question in a structural, direct and effective way, thoughtfully and with insight. Originality of thought, or ideas from outside the course are an added asset.

Examples are to the point. 
	· Has an introduction defining plan of essay.

· Body divided into several paragraphs.

· Conclusion which directly relates arguments to topic.

· Evidence that essay has been edited.

· Error-free grammar & register.

· Wide range of specialized terminology.

	B to B+


	Very good answers showing secure knowledge of course materials. Adopting an analytical approach and providing relevant discussion covering most of the key issues. Distinguished from A answers by being less insightful or by showing less comprehensive knowledge of the course. 
	· First four criteria above 

maintained

· Demonstrates extensive  

      grammar control.

-     Terminology specialized but   
       less varied.

	C to C+


	Competent answers reflecting adequate knowledge of the more directly relevant course material and concepts, with reasonable structure and adequate coherence related to the question set.
	· Introduction and/or conclusion 

short but still satisfactory. 

· Evidence of editing.

· Less grammar control than above.

· Good range of specialized terminology.

	D


	Answers which omit some concepts/evidence and/or lack coherence/structure, and/or make minor errors while still demonstrating basic understanding.

Or Bare pass answers which show awareness of some relevant material and attempt to relate it to the question.
	· Introduction and/or conclusion 

short but acceptable. 

· no evidence of editing.

· Few grammatical errors that impede communication.

· Above average range of specialized terminology.

· Slightly confused introduction 

      and/or conclusion, but body 

      still fair.

· No evidence of editing.

· Some error types that impede communication.

· Fair range of specialized terminology.

	F


	Bare fail answers which attempt to draw upon relevant material but do not reflect sufficient knowledge of the course and/or neglect the focus required by the question, and/or are incomplete in some important aspects whilst being acceptable in others.
	· No introduction and /or no

conclusion.

· Body badly organized or 

      irrelevant.

· Poor grammar control (extremely limited range of grammar & register).

· Limited or not specialized range of terminology. 


*Prepared by Prof. Najib Al-Shehabi (language & organization rubrics were proposed by Dr. Zena Abu Shakra, former FLS Programme Coordinator, AOU Lebanon Branch; content column slightly adapted from UKOU supplementary notes.)
Additional note for essay-type questions:

Extra credit should be given to students who present a valid and well-organized argument of the topic of the question, while sustaining a clear line of reasoning. Moreover, students who manifest wider knowledge and ability to use specialized terminology in a scholarly fashion must, too, be rewarded. Always make sure that the mark you give is justified by your remarks on the exam text.
Part A Obligatory Question: (18 points; 3 points each)
I:
Plot: A plot describes the way the events of a story are arranged.  Most plots have a specific structure of: exposition, rising action, climax and falling action, and denouement.  All stories have plots even if no action takes place.
Example: The plot of the short story “To Build a Fire” is based on the Protagonist going out traveling in very cold weather to Alaska and attempts to build a fire under a spruce tree covered with snow. The man is unable to eat or build a fire due to the extreme cold. The story ends by the man freezing and dying.
Conflict: It is the opposition of forces which ties one incident to another and makes the plot move.  Conflict is not merely limited to open arguments; rather, it is any form of opposition that faces the main character. Within a short story there may be only one central struggle, or there may be one dominant struggle with many minor ones. 
Example: conflict between the man and nature in “To Build a Fire”; between the narrator and the old man in “The Tell-Tale Heart”.
Irony: A mode of expression, through words (verbal irony) or events (situational irony), conveying a reality different from and usually opposite to appearance or expectation. A writer may say the opposite of what he means, create a reversal between expectation and its fulfillment, or give the audience knowledge that a character lacks, making the character's words have meaning to the audience not perceived by the character. 

Example: Situational Irony in “Araby” and “After Twenty Years”.

Flashback: A device that allows the writer to present events that happened before the time of the current narration or the current events in the fiction. Various methods can be used, including memories, dream sequences, stories or narration by characters, or even authorial sovereignty.

Example: When the narrator recalls what happened at the Cairo airport in “A Letter from Gaza”; when the narrator recalls his brother Doodle in “The Scarlet Ibis”
Epiphany: it is a moment in the story where the character realizes a truth and becomes aware of something.
Example: In the short story “Araby” the narrator’s change of heart concludes the story on a moment of epiphany but not a positive one. Instead of reaffirming his love or realizing that he does not need gifts to express his feelings for Mangan’s sister, the narrator simply gives up. What might have been a story of happy, youthful love becomes a tragic story of defeat. The epiphany in the story has when the bazaar closes down and the narrator realizes that Mangan’s sister will fail his expectations as well. 
Metaphor: It is a literary device or tool in which one object is directly compared to another without the use of “as if” or “like.”
Example: In “The Scarlet Ibis” Doodles’ deep sympathy for the ibis focuses the reader’s attention to the striking similarity between the boy and the bird. In this way the scarlet ibis becomes a metaphor which helps to clarify the theme of the story, namely, the effect of a hostile environment on humans and animals.
II:

Thesis Statement: The thesis statement is different than a topic in that it states your position about a certain topic and what you are going to prove. The three-part thesis tells a reader what you will be arguing, what you will use for sources, and why your ideas are important.

Peer Review: It is another way of gaining valuable feedback on your work, in addition to that given by your tutor. It is a review of your work by another student who is similar or equal to you. 

Paraphrase: It means to put in your own words, or rewording a particular argument or idea and the paraphrased parts must be cited

Plagiarism: It is presenting the words or idea of someone else as your own and it is a very serious academic “crime”.

Part B
Question 2:
A:

1. It is a Fact. (no mark should be given) 

2. It is a good thesis statement because it is clear.

3. It is not a good thesis statement because it is too general and very broad.

4. It is a good thesis statement because it specifies what the essay will be about.

5. It is not a good thesis statement because it is a fact and very general.

B:
There are 14 marks for content and 2 marks for language and communication accuracy.
Introduction:

A-student:

· Has an introduction to the outline that defines the plan of the essay.

· Introduction sentences structure is coherent

· Error free grammar and register

· Wide range of vocabulary

B-student:

· Has an introduction to the outline defining the plan of the essay

· Minimal errors in grammar and register

· Adequate sentence structure

· Moderate range of vocabulary

C-student:

· Short introduction but satisfactory

· Adequate sentence structure

· Some errors in grammar and register

· Limited range of vocabulary

D-student:

· Short and weak introduction

· Weak sentence structure

· Errors in grammar and register

· Incorrect use of vocabulary

Thesis Statement:

A-student:

· Clear and structured thesis statement that appropriately delivers the message and related to the rest of the outline

B-student:

· Moderately clear, with few structural errors, attempts to deliver the message, and relates to the rest of the outline

C-student:

· Vague thesis statement, weak structure, attempts to deliver the message but does not relate to the rest of the outline

D-student:

· Unclear and unstructured thesis statement which doesn’t deliver the message with no clear connection to the outline

Outline:

A-student:

· Fully developed topic sentences that show strong relevance to the essay topic and express the central ideas

· Logical flow of ideas

· Concluding outline statement that summarizes all arguments presented in the essay

B-student:

· Good topic sentences that show moderate relevance to the essay topic
· Ideas relate directly to the main argument or thesis

· Concluding outlines statement which moderately summarizes the arguments

C-student:

· Modest topic sentences that show little relevance to the topic under discussion with limited coherence

· Concluding outline statement weakly summarizes the arguments included in the essay outline

D-student:

· Weak topic sentences that are not relevant to the essay topic

· Incoherent ideas that are logically flawed

· No concluding statement

Question 3: Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow:
1. The setting of the story is a railway carriage; the time is afternoon. Because it is mentioned in the opening paragraph.

2. The narrator narrates (tells) the story using different techniques (First /Third person narrator, Point of view, telling and showing, etc).

3. The narrator is a observing narrator because he describes the characters and their actions in an objective way.  

4. The conflict is between the aunt and the children. It could also be with the ‘bachelor’ later in the story. Conflict refers to the problems and struggles of the characters with each other, the society, nature and within themselves. 

Part C. Answer ONE of the following questions: (16 points)
Question 4:
The student should begin the answer with a definition of a theme (the main idea/message of the author and it usually deals with human behavior or life in general).  Then, the student may mention that there are several ways by means of which one can identify a theme of a story, such as from the title, from the plot, or from the use of figurative language.  Thus, in the case of Hurst’s story, both the title and the use of figurative language help us uncover the theme: the Ibis is a bird that is a native of South America and Florida and it has been forced out of its environment just like Doodle, who was born a physically weak child is forced to do things that are beyond his capabilities.  Both die in the story and this tells us that when forced to be something we are not or cannot be death is the result.  The main conflict which brings about the tragedy at the end is the insistence of the narrator to force his brother to be like any normal child so that he won’t be embarrassed at having such a brother.  The narrator’s pride forces Doodle to do things beyond his power to do so.  The conflict within the narrator is very clear as he tells of the “cruelty” he had toward his brother and to what extent his brother was attached to him and the great effort he exerted just to please the narrator. 

Question 5: 
To begin, the story's setting is very dark and depressing. The neighborhood is portrayed as one that is constricting. The homes are dark and close together. Immediately, then, the setting affects the dark mood of the story. The references to blindness become very important and apparent by the end of the story. The narrator has been blind to what he has been doing (wasting time fawning over a girl whom he will never be able to have) up to the end of the story when he has his epiphany (or a moment of enlightenment or realization). He realizes that he has fallen victim to grand visions of love and that he has neglected all other aspects of his life in order to pursue his crush. Many times when people are not aware of things they are doing, they can be said to be “in the dark”, so this is relevant to the blindness/darkness as well. The theme here concerns innocence and experience.  It is through his suffering that the boy comes out of the darkness, and his eyes open to the reality.
