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Faculty of Language Studies

EL121: The Short Story & Essay Writing
FINAL EXAM 
Tuesday 27/1/2009 

Exam Hours: 2-4 pm
Time Allowed: 2 hours
FINAL EXAM INSTRUCTIONS
1. Allow approximately 10 minutes to read the instructions on this page and to read through the whole examination paper.
 
2. There are THREE parts to this examination paper as in the following table:
 
	PART
	Question

NO
	Marks
PER SECTION
	Time

Recommended

	
	
	
	

	A
	1
	18
	40  minutes

	B

	2
	16
	40  minutes


	
	3
	
	

	C
	4
	16
	40   minutes

	
	5
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	50
	120 minutes


 
3. You are required to answer THREE QUESTIONS as follows:

· Question No 1 from Part A : Obligatory

· One question  from Part B ( Question 2 OR Question 3)

· One question  from Part C ( Question 4  OR Question 5)

4. Follow carefully the instructions in each part.
5.  In your Answer Booklet make sure that you:

-  clearly write the number of the question which you decide to answer.
- cross out any rough notes you make which you do not wish to be marked/graded.
6. Review your answers carefully paying attention to your grammar, spelling and punctuation as well as to relevant textual elements (e.g. paragraphing, cohesion & coherence) as part of the mark for each question will be given to language accuracy and text organization.  
Part A Obligatory Question: (18 points; 3 points each)
I:  Define FOUR of the following and give an example.
Plot; conflict; irony; flashback; metaphor; epiphany. 
II: Define TWO of the following. You do not have to give an example.
Thesis statement; peer review; paraphrase; plagiarism; 
Part B Choose ONE of the following: (16 points) 
Question 2: Answer either A or B

A. Put an X next to which of the following is Not a thesis statement and state why it is not so. (1 point each with 3 points for each proper explanation) 

     (No 1 is done for you)
	SENTENCE/PHRASE
	
	EXPLANATION

	1. Pizza is an Italian meal.
	X
	It is a fact

	2. Taking art classes enables students to express themselves and develop their creative skills.
	
	

	3. Students who study and work have many problems.
	
	

	4. Essay writing helps students organize their ideas and improve their grammar.
	
	

	5. English is an international language used by many people all over the world.
	
	


B. In about 250 words, write an outline of a persuasive essay in answer to the following question: Should cigarette advertisements be banned on television? Write the introductory paragraph which should include a thesis statement. (16 Points)
Question 3: Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow:
‘It was a hot afternoon, and the railway carriage was correspondingly  sultry, and the next stop was at Templecombe, nearly an hour ahead. The occupants of the carriage were a small girl, and a smaller girl, and a small boy. An aunt belonging to the children occupied one corner seat, and the

further corner seat on the opposite side was occupied by a bachelor who was a stranger to their party, but the small girls and the small boy emphatically occupied the compartment. Both the aunt and the children were conversational in a limited, persistent way, reminding one of the attentions of a housefly that refused to be discouraged. Most of the aunt’s remarks seem to begin with “Don’t,” and nearly all of the children’s remarks began with “Why?” The bachelor said nothing out loud.

“Don’t, Cyril, don’t,” exclaimed the aunt, as the small boy began smacking the cushions of the seat, producing a cloud of dust at each blow.

“Come and look out of the window,” she added.

The child moved reluctantly to the window. “Why are those sheep being driven out of that field?” he asked.

“I expect they are being driven to another field where there is more grass,” said the aunt weakly.

The frown on the bachelor’s face was deepening to a scowl. He was a hard, unsympathetic man, the aunt decided in her mind. She was utterly unable to come to any satisfactory decision about the grass in the other field.

Comprehension Questions (4 points each)
------------------------------------ 

1. What is the setting of the story? How do you know?

2. Who are the characters in the story? How does the narrator describe them?

3. Is the narrator an observer or an omniscient narrator? Give examples to support your answer.

4. Can you find any conflict in this part of the story? What is conflict in a plot?
Part C. Answer ONE of the following questions: (16 points)
Question 4. In about 250 words, discuss the theme of “The Scarlet Ibis” with special focus on the main conflict of the story.
Question 5. In about 250 words, discuss the theme of maturity and growing up in “Araby” with reference to the imagery of “blindness” and “darkness
