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A210: Approaching Literature

Second Semester End Examinations

6 June,2007

QUESTION PAPER 
The Arab Open University                             Course A210
FACULTY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES

FINAL EXAM INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Allow approximately 10 minutes to read the instructions on this page and to read through the whole examination paper.

2. Before you start answering the questions make sure that you write your name and registration number and other required information on the front cover page of your Answer Booklet.
3. There are THREE parts to this examination paper as in the following table:

	PART
	Question

NO
	Marks

PER PART
	Time

Recommended

	
	
	
	

	A
	1
	17
	60  minutes 

	B


	2
	17
	60  minutes

	
	3
	
	

	C
	4
	16
	50   minutes

	
	5
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	50
	170 minutes


 
4. You are required to answer THREE QUESTIONS ONLY as follows:

· Question No 1 from PART A : Obligatory

· One question  from PART B ( Question 2 OR Question 3)

· One question  from PART C ( Question 4  OR Question 5)

5. Follow carefully the instructions in each part below.

6.  In your Answer Booklet make sure that you:

· clearly write the number of the question which you decide to answer.

· cross out any rough notes you make which you do not wish to be marked/graded.

7. Review your answers carefully paying attention to your grammar, spelling and punctuation as well as to relevant textual elements (e.g. paragraphing,cohesion & coherence).Your tutor will mark each answer in terms of both "language"(20%) and "content"(80%). 

PART A: OBLIGATORY 

Write short notes/definitions on any four topics in not more than 100 words each. Always give examples from your course.
(4.25 marks each):
a) Canon

b) Charivari

c) Soliloquy

d) Problems of Performance of Shakespeare's plays

e) Elements of Tragedy

f) Portrayal of Women characters in Shakespeare
g) Pastoral Romance

h) Gender as construct in "As You Like It".

i) Historical allegories

j) Alienation and Double Life in Hoffman's, "The Sandman".
PART B:
Do any ONE question, EITHER Question Two OR Question Three.
Question Two

“The protagonists of early 19th century Romantic Verse narratives are dupes of their illusions, and end up frustrated and alienated”.

Discuss romance conventions by Romantic poets of the early 19th century, with reference to any two poems: "La Belle Dame Sans Merci", "The Eve of St Agnes" and "Alastor".

Question Three

Discuss Charlotte Smith’s “Sonnet XXXII- To Melancholy” OR Dorothy Wordsworth’s “Floating Island”. 
How does the poem belong to the tradition of the cult of sensibility? Focus especially on how the features of language (words, imagery, poetic devices, rhyme, rhythm) convey elements of that tradition. The text of the poems is given below.
SONNET XXXII- To Melancholy By Charlotte Smith
When latest Autumn spreads her evening veil 

And the grey mists from these dim waves arise, 

I love to listen to the hollow sighs,

Thro' the half leafless wood that breathes the gale.

For at such hours the shadowy phantom, pale,

Oft seems to fleet before the poet's eyes;

Strange sounds are heard, and mournful melodies,

As of night-wanderers, who their woes bewail!

Pity's own Otway, I methinks could meet,

And hear his deep sighs swell the sadden'd wind!

Oh Melancholy! -- such thy magic power,  

That to the soul these dreams are often sweet, 

And soothe the pensive visionary mind!

"Floating Island at Hawkshead: An Incident in the Schemes of Nature" (composed 1820)

Dorothy Wordsworth

Harmonious powers with nature work 

On sky, earth, river, lake and sea; 

Sunshine and storm, whirlwind and breeze, 

All in one duteous task agree. 

Once did I see a slip of earth 

By throbbing waves long undermined, 

Loosed from its hold--how no one knew, 

But all might see it float, obedient to the wind; 

Might see it from the verdant shore 

Dissevered float upon the lake, 

Float with its crest of trees adorned 

On which the warbling birds their pastime take. 

Food, shelter, safety, there they find; 

There berries ripen, flowerets bloom; 

There insects live their lives and die-- 

A peopled world it is, in size a tiny room. 

And thus through many season's space 

This little island may survive, 

But nature (though we mark her not) 

Will take away, may cease to give. 

Perchance when you are wandering forth 

Upon some vacant sunny day 

Without an object, hope, or fear, 

Thither your eyes may turn--the isle is passed away. 

Buried beneath the glittering lake, 

Its place no longer to be found, 

Yet the lost fragments shall remain 

To fertilize some other ground. 

PART C

Do any ONE question, EITHER Question Four OR Question Five.
Question Four
Q:"Henry V is an idolized, English king, who
needs to justify all his actions."
Discuss the character of Henry V as Shakespeare has portrayed him.

Question Five
Q: The plays, "Julius Caesar" and
“Othello" have not one but two tragic heroes each.
Discuss with reference to any one of the plays above.
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