FACULTY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES 

E300 exam

9 June 2007, 6-9 p.m.
FINAL EXAM INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Allow approximately 10 minutes to read the instructions on this page and to read through the whole examination paper.

2. Before you start answering the questions make sure that you write your name and registration number and other required information on the front cover page of your Answer Booklet
3. There are THREE parts to this examination paper as in the following table:

 

	PART
	Question

NO
	Marks

PER SECTION
	Time

Recommended

	
	
	
	

	A
	1
	17
	60  minutes 

	B


	2
	17
	60  minutes

	
	3
	
	

	C
	4
	16
	50   minutes

	
	5
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	50
	170 minutes


 
4. You are required to answer THREE QUESTIONS ONLY as follows:

· Question No 1 from Part A : Obligatory

· One question  from Part B ( Question 2 OR Question 3)

· One question  from Part C ( Question 4  OR Question 5)

5. Follow carefully the instructions in each part below.

6.  In your Answer Booklet make sure that you:

· clearly write the number of the question which you decide to answer.

· cross out any rough notes you make which you do not wish to be marked/graded.

7. Review your answers carefully paying attention to your grammar, spelling and punctuation as well as to relevant textual elements (e.g. paragraphing, cohesion & coherence).  Your tutor will mark each answer in terms of both "language" and "content". 

THE QUESTIONS
You are required to answer the question in section A and choose one of the two questions in sections B and C. 

A 

Question 1 
There are various ways of looking at the topic of ethnography of communication. The following two questions approach it from different angles. Answer ONE of them (I or II) in essay form and in around 400 words.

I. Explain what is meant by an ethnography of communication. Outline Hymes’ fundamental notions of this theory. 

II. In the article, “The problem of meaning in primitive languages,” Bronislaw Malinowski discusses the difficulties he faced in the course of his ethnographic research among Melanesian tribes in New Guinea.

Explain those fundamental difficulties and the way they relate to Malinowski’s view of language.
B Answer either question 2 or Question 3
Question 2
What is the dominant theme of Sola and Bennett’s article  “The struggle for voice: narrative, literacy, and consciousness in an East Harlem school”? Explore their findings against the background of language and literacy debates. Write an essay of around 400 words.
Question 3

What does Harvey Graff refer to by the “literacy myth” in his article “The legacies of literacy”? Discuss his outlook of literacy and note the components which he deems necessary for a more adequate definition of literacy. Write an essay of around 400 words.

C Answer either question 4 or Question 5
Question 4

How does Michael Stubbs view language planning in his article “Educational language planning in England and Wales: Mulicultural rhetoric and assimilationist assumptions”? 

What is his main argument with regard to the results and recommendations of the various committees set up to address this issue? Write an essay of around 400 words.
Question 5

With reference to Gauri Viswanathan’s article “The beginnings of English literary study in India under British rule”, explain how and why English literature came to be taught in India during Britain’s rule. Concentrate on the factors and institutions that influenced English literacy in that country. Write an essay of around 400 words.

