U210B FINAL EXAM                ANSWER KEY

SECTION 1 : OBLIGATORY
Discuss the factors that contributed to English becoming a global language and the positive and negative views associate with its spread. (Block Four: Global English)

Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 16 marks distributed as follows

· The growing world supremacy of English (2 marks)

English as the global language, a dominant world language.

Complex political, economic and cultural factors have put English at the apex of language hierarchy in the world. English is the main language of books, newspapers, airports and air traffic control, international business communication, academic conferences, science and technology, diplomacy, sport, international competitions, pop music and advertising. 

· Factors leading to English becoming a global language include: (6 marks)

With the decline of Latin, there was a need for an international language that could replace Latin and deal with new domains of language. English was challenging French as an international language: 

· Because of Britain’s role in the industrial revolution

· Britain’s increased role in trade

The success of English in becoming a world language is also due to some linguistics characteristics:

· The English language is rich in monosyllables (easy to learn)

· The English language is capable of absorbing foreign words

· The English language is flexible in forming neologisms (new words)

Colonization was responsible for the first stages of the spread of English. The expansion of the British Empire created a major trading network between Britain and its colonies, all administered through the English language.

The predominant position of English that arose from the colonial expansion of the British Empire was followed by the American technological and economic hegemony, also conducted through the English language.

In the twentieth century new forces and processes came into play. Technological developments, economic globalisation and improved communications have played a role in the new global flow of English. New technology was first invented in English-speaking countries. The process of globalisation started with the invention of the telegraph. Because of the British control of the telegraph network, the English language became the language of the telegraph and international communication. Global communication, internet, satellite TV, etc. increased the use of English between speakers of other languages, e.g. e-mail and chat. 

· Positive views associated with the spread of English include (2 marks)

Positive views are associated with claims that English is the key to success, access and economic privileges. English is seen as representing the key to economic opportunity and modernisation in developing countries. English is viewed as a major contributor to economic and social advancement in most countries. English is essential for progress as it provides the main means of access to high-tech communication and information.

· Negative views associated with the spread of English include (4marks)

English as a killer language: Globalisation perceives the world as a smaller, more compressed space where some languages are more used than others. The global spread of 

English is leading to the disappearance of some indigenous languages, especially in Africa and Asia. The English language has been responsible for the loss of indigenous languages on its territories: the British isles, Australia, USA.

Access to English is only available to specific social groups who can afford expensive education. Competence in English encourages elitism and increases social divisions and economic inequalities. In many countries, fluency in English is required for access to better jobs and opportunities. Immigrants to English language countries are positioned n society according to their competence in English. Limited competence position people socially at the lower scale of unskilled and poorly paid work.

English accentuates the differences between urban and rural, and developing and developed countries, and the elite and the masses. English promotes the culture and values associated with it at the expense of native and indigenous cultures. In India, English as a colonial legacy has created social elite who are alienated from their own culture.  
· Conclusion (2 marks)

The continuing expansion in the learning and use of English, and the loss of lesser used languages around the world suggest that there is some kind of global culture emerging. Yet it seems that the English language itself is becoming fragmented as it spreads into different speech communities and new varieties of English emerge.     

Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal to 4 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure

· punctuation and spelling

· correct use of vocabulary 

SECTION 2: CHOOSE (a) or (b)
(a) English is the main language of global communication network. Discuss how new technologies have affected the multimodal (visual, verbal and iconic) aspect of English through the use of ONE example from: 1. News English, 2.Visual English, or 3. Cyberspace communication (Block Three: English and Technology)

Choice number 1 in SECTION 2 (a)

News English

Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 12 marks distributed as follows

· Introduction (2 marks) 

New technologies have influenced redesigned forms and texts of English, an attestation to the dynamic aspect of language in pursuit of designed purposes and goals. The invention of the telegraph was the crucial step in the development of modern news practices and forms. News English is redesigning its form in the pursuit of urgency and immediacy. 

· Major differences between event structure and discourse structure (4 marks)

In news stories, there is the quest to get the story first. Technological advances put pressure on news producers in the pursuit of timeliness in news coverage and presentation, that is, reporting events as they occur. Event structure has been detached from discourse structure. Discourse structures were no more required to run parallel to the event sequence, that is, the ways of presenting events can vary from chronological presentations to urgent or latest presentations.

News stories differ from narratives in relating events in that events are presented in reverse order of actual occurrences, starting with the most recent update on story, then going back in time to present background information on it. News stories do not follow the order of traditional English narrative. Instead they present the main event first then go to details, because they have different functions. 

· Function in relation to form (4 marks)

News stories have the function of:

· capturing attention

· emphasising particular viewpoints

· presenting subjective judgements 

Therefore, discourse structure of news stories is designed in form to introduce event first, then discuss detail. News English is further characterised by radical discontinuity between sentences and non-chronological ordering. Discourse structure of news stories and their deviant time structure were brought about by the advances of technology which focus on recency and immediacy in news coverage.   

· Conclusion (2 marks)

Advances in technology have resulted in heteroglossia in redesigned forms of English. News stories are seldom solo performances. News media are produced by multiple contributors: journalists, editors, news readers, sound technicians, camera men…Discourses are made up of more than one contributor. Bakhtin used the term heteroglossia to refer to the many voices that mix in a singe text. Examples of heteroglossia are found in the variety of sources and strips of others’ talk that are used in compiling a single text: interviews, public address, press, conferences, written texts of spoken address, reports, surveys, letters, agendas, research papers, earlier stories on a topic, a bystander’s account of an event, witness’s account…

Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal to 3 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure and correct use of vocabulary

· punctuation and spelling

Choice number 2 in SECTION 2 (a)

Visual English

Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 12 marks distributed as follows

· Introduction (2 marks) 

Technological advances have put increased pressure on English to adapt itself to suit new demands made on it. Different types of verbal language interact with types of visual language in the creation meaning and maximize effect. Visual literacy is becoming an essential skill in the world of work. 

· Concept of Multimodality (2 marks)

Modern English texts are becoming multimodal, incorporating multimodes of language in communicating meaning. Multimodality makes use of photographs, changes in typeface, logos, headings and other visual forms that are incorporated into traditional verbal methods of written communication like print. Not being visually literate is beginning to attract social sanctions.

Advances in technology meant endless possibilities for communicating messages through visual and verbal English. Dondis has commented that language has moved towards the iconic representation of meaning, however, the types of images one is exposed to are culturally specific. Learning how to decode or interpret these images is, therefore, culturally bound.

· Visual English (6 marks)

Visual English is communicated through:

· graphosemantics: where meaning is communicated through the relationship of letter form and its interpretation, e.g. grey and gray (different spelling conventions in different standardized varieties may be interpreted in two different ways: grey with positive connotations, e.g. she has lovely grey eyes, and gray with negative connotations, e.g. It was a gray, gloomy day. 
· Semiotics of typography: people interpret changes of font or typeface as message conveying meaning. Changes of type can imply multiple voices in a  text. So content and form are viewed as inextricably interlinked, where different formats are used to transmit different meanings. The semiotic aspect (sign) is related to the semantic aspect (meaning).
· Visual alliteration: visual repetition is another means of communicating meaning in visual English. OWN IT NOW ON VIDEO is an example where the same letters are repeated to produce effect. FINS is the name chosen for a fish restaurant where the visual and symbolic representation effectively relate to the meaning.
· Visual grammar: some applied linguists argue that there is a grammar inherent to visual English.  Visual elements are claimed to contain grammatical structures, visual syntax and principles of spatial composition.

· Direct and indirect address of viewer, through the use of verbal or visual pronoun representation of the second person you
· Given and new structures: sequencing information plays a role in communicating meaning. Given (known) information is positioned before new to foreground it. New information comes last for impact.
· Modality: degree of reliability in representing reality in visual communication. More reliable representation is deemed as having high modality, and less reliable representation as having low modality.
· Different meanings are related to different functions of language and different purposes of speakers. Addressing someone as Mr Jones has different connotations from addressing him as Mike. The interpretation of such styles draws on the social relations of the two participants and the degree of formality of the occasion.
· Visual narratives are also forms of communication that employ multimodal features available through the use of technology. Cartoons, for example, communicate meaning through facial expressions, gestures, postures, proxemic indicators, pictorial representation, intonation
· Visual deixis: reference to time and place is facilitated in visual communication through the use of colour codes, where black and white refer to past events and colour refers to present events.
· Interpersonal relationships: are portrayed through shots of camera angle. A horizontal angle represents involvement or distance and a vertical angle represents power relationships.
· Conclusion (2 marks)

The student should write a good conclusion to wrap up their argument on how texts are becoming increasingly multimodal, employing visual and verbal modes of communication to create meaning.  

Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal to 3 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure and correct use of vocabulary

· punctuation and spelling

Choice number 3 in SECTION 2 (a)

Cyberspace English 

Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 12 marks distributed as follows

· Introduction (2 marks) 

Technology is spreading English as a global medium of communication. At the same time this spread is giving rise to many forms of English that include visual, iconic and verbal aspects. Therefore, the spread of English through technology is bringing with it novel ways in using English in cyberspace.

· Concept of cyber communication (1 mark) 

The rapid growth of communication technology and the ease of communication between different parts of the world afforded by technology is leading to new forms of English. The world is becoming a global village. Cyberspace is the imaginary space created in the internet in which people interact. 

· Forms of cyberspace communication (1 mark)

The internet is both a technological and a social phenomenon. Communication on the internet takes a variety of forms: electronic e-mail and world wide web pages. Interactive texts available on the net provide access to information at the touch of a button.

· Role of cyberspace communication (2 marks)

Internet communication allows people to construct and project different social identities for themselves, freeing them from the tyrannies of face to face communication in which their personality and social status are signalled through physical attributes such as colour, body shape accent and clothing. 

· Views on cyberspace communication 

Negative (1 mark): Cyber communication is raising anxiety. Instead of mass orientation to national culture, individuals are offered a choice in selecting from the satellite individual preferences and orientations. 

Positive (1 mark): 

The advances of technology provided the freedom of choice for the individual rather than taking what is offered. 

English is spreading Anglophile culture. 

Novel forms (2 marks): New texts and new genres emerge as the result of using English in cyberspace communication. These texts do not display the characteristics of traditional print genre. They show the characteristics of spoken rather than written language which are spontaneous and informal. The advance of technology brought non-fixity to the traditional text. Texts became accepted as fluid and dynamic. The set of rules constraining the structure of electronic text changes according to the preference of the reader, writer and communicator. E-mails are asynchronous modes of communication and chat is synchronous. New forms of English are emerging which allow individuals to create new methods of communication. New forms of texts are more fluid and dynamic in nature owing to the influence of electronic media. Multimodal texts with picture, text and sound, are encoded at one end and transmitted to a recipient anywhere in the world where it is decoded. 

· Conclusion (2 marks)

The spread of English has the effect of unifying the globe that is communicating through the use of one language. At the same time many forms of English are spreading with the effect that English is diversifying beyond any expected form.  

Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal to 3 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure and correct use of vocabulary

· punctuation and spelling

SECTION 2

(b)   What are the strengths and weaknesses of applying the phonics approach in teaching reading as compared with the real books approach? (Block Two: Teaching English)

Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 12 marks distributed as follows

· Introduction (2 marks) 

Changing definitions of literacy had brought about changing policies and practices in relation to what to teach and how. 

· Discussion of the Phonics Approach (2 marks)

The Phonics Approach focuses on sound and letter correspondence. Pupils are taught reading by learning the sounds the letters make and then joining these together in reading. The phonics approach is teacher centred. It is based on instruction transmitted from the teacher and imitated patterns coming from the learner.

· Evaluation of the Phonics Approach (2 marks)

The Phonics Approach does not work on its own. The English language is not a phonetic language. In English, links between the letters and the sounds are not straight-forward. Twenty-six letters are used to produce forty distinctive sounds. This means that some letters are used to produce more than one sound, e.g. c for city and c for cat. Some letters are combined together to produce a distinctive sound, e.g. ph in elephant, or th in “the” and in “theatre”. Other letters are used with no correspondence to any sound, e.g. silent letters, k in “knot”. Also if phonic reading is instructed by an instructor with a marked dialectal accent (native or non-native), confusion in sound and letter correspondence may result. 

· Discussion of the Real Books Approach (2 marks)

The Real Books Approach bases its methods on motivating learners to search for meaning. The central premise of the real books approach is that teaching is student-centred, learners approach print with the belief that it is going to make meaning. They make use of all contextual cues of pictographs and recurrent symbols in their efforts to read. They should develop interest in reading through using real books with meaning rather than relying on drills devoid of context.

· Conclusion (4 marks)

The student should write a good conclusion on how reading is not only sounding the letters but understanding the meanings associated with them. Pupils should be taught to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment. They should develop:

· Phonic knowledge in relation to sound and letter correspondence

· Graphic knowledge in relation to letter shapes

· Word recognition

· Grammatical knowledge in relation to word order

· Contextual knowledge in extracting meaning from the context of the text.

Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal  to 3 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure and correct use of vocabulary

· punctuation and spelling

SECTION 3: CHOOSE (a) or (b)
(a) Identify and discuss the stages of language learning and the main perspectives on language development (Block One: Learning English)

   Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 12 marks distributed as follows

· Introduction (2 marks) 

Students need to provide an introduction to the topic that discusses the notion of learning a language and outlines the two major frameworks: the universalist perspective and the environmentalist. 

· Stages of language learning (3 marks)

Aspects and stages of development: learning the vowels and consonants of a language, learning how to combine these sounds into sequences, learning the vocabulary of the language, learning the grammatical constructions, learning the prosodic features needed to produce meaning, learning the conventions of speaking that relate to gender, region, class, occupation, and learning the strategies of when and how all these conventions and rules can be broken for effect. 

· The two general frameworks identifying language learning (4 marks)
1. The universalist framework

2. The environmentalist framework
The universalist perspective argues that the developmental patterns of language learning are universal and that the normal child will grow up knowing a language regardless of input. The environmentalists uphold the culture-specific role of caregivers and input, in providing a model for children to imitate in the learning process.

The universalists make use of research on child-directed speech and motherese, that are not practised in all cultures, to argue that all normal children grow up to be fluent speakers of their mother-tongues regardless of input from environment. For example, Quiche people in central America and working class and black communities in the USA lack any concept of simplifying input to stimulate language development in children. Therefore, input from the environment can contribute to language development without being essential to it.

The debate on the role of input from the environment results in passive or active implications for the learner. If language learning is imitation-based, the learner’s role is limited to the passive reception of input from the environment. But if learners are engaged in active processing of input, some errors in their output could have never been the result of imitation of an adult’s model. The novice structures indicate active involvement of the learner in the learning process. In working out the rules of the language and testing them the learner moves away from the imitation based environmentalist model and confirms the role of mental processes and active learning.

· Conclusion (2 marks) 

The conclusion should pick up the key points and findings made earlier in the discussion. An evaluation of language learning can point to functional concerns where the learner’s primary concern is to communicate. Grammatical concerns come at a later stage. Competence becomes both linguistic and communicative.
Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal to 3 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure and correct use of vocabulary

· punctuation and spelling

SECTION 3

(b) Discuss the issues and problems related to the teaching of English, including Academic English to speakers of other languages (Block Two: Teaching English)

Knowledge and understanding (80%) equal to 12 marks distributed as follows

· Introduction (2 marks)

The introduction should discuss the importance of teaching English and the variety to be taught (Standard English) 

· Issues on teaching English (3 marks)

· The different contexts and the different national policies on teaching English: in the British Isles (Celtic languages) in post colonies (for the elite, e.g. India), in the world
· Language as a tool for transmitting social and cultural values 
· Definitions of Academic English and “discourse community”

· Various methods of teaching English (1.5 marks)
· translation
· drills

· communicative competence 
· Considerations in teaching English (2.5 marks)
- Existing level of competence of learners

- Needs of learners (employment, social mobility)
- Inner and outer circle distinctions and the need to view the two as different not competitive

- The problems and difficulties of other language learners (double cultural shift, interpreting    paralinguistic features, proxemics….)
- Different cultural styles of discourse (comparative, logical sequencing)
· New approaches to teaching English (3 marks)

· Genre analysis approach on the relationship of function and form

· Study skills approach

· English for academic purposes

Communication Skills and language Accuracy (20%) equal  to 3 marks distributed as follows

· clear presentation of ideas and logical argument

· grammatical structure and correct use of vocabulary

· punctuation and spelling
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