New Format of A210

This academic year you will be happily surprised with a major change in A210 A: The reading load has been reduced to half of the original one.  You’ll be tested on two novels from the Realist Novel Block and two plays from Shakespeare and the Canon Block.  The rationale for this reduction was mainly to give you the opportunity to fully explore and interact with the texts and issues understudy.  Having only two novels and two plays to read means that you’ll have more time to do close readings of important passages, to identify and interpret important themes, and to write or present orally your own response on what you have read.  
Due to the large reading load that was required in the past, writing was basically the only skill that you were actively exercising, through exams and TMAs.  This time, however, listening and speaking will be integral parts of the course.  A crucial component of the course this semester will be the audio CDs material that you receive with course packet.  These CDs include excellent commentaries on key passages in the novels that you are responsible for, all for the purpose of properly explaining to you the strategies and features of the very complex terms: the Novel and Realism.  CD1 is of particular importance because it illustrates to you and in details how to understand the role of language, whether in terms of syntax—word order—or in terms of literary devices, in understanding not only what is REALLY happening in the novel, but also how realism functions.  Equally important is the fact that CDA tracks 1 and 2 contain important ideas that you may find very relevant to TMA topics, which in turn will help you generate more ideas for your essays.  Moreover, listening carefully to the CD will enable you to practice stylistic analysis which will be one of the main activities you will be asked to do in analyzing speeches in the plays by Shakespeare and in the poems of the Romantic Writings Block of A210B.  
Hopefully, this practice will be done in class, either in writing or in the form of oral presentation.  Accordingly, this new emphasis of the course will give you the chance to exercise not only a kind of public speaking but also to interact with your classmates and with the text in a more personal way.  
This personal input will be incorporated in your TMAs as well. Each TMA asks you for your own opinion regarding the topic understudy.  To be able to do that listening to the CD and practicing some exercises will give you the tools by means of which you will give voice to your own ideas and make you more aware how to connect your world with that of the texts you are reading.  Also, it will enable you to perform much better during exams. (You may be asked in the MTA or the Final Exam to do a close reading similar to what you have listened to on the CD.)
However, the above luxury will come at a price which will be very cheap if you take proper care to follow the instructions regarding your research.  In writing your TMA, you are expected to comply utterly and completely with the rules and regulations of research requirements with respect to plagiarism.  Now that you have fewer texts to read, you will have enough time to practice proper paraphrasing and documentation of your resources.  Any attempt at copying and pasting passages or using someone else’s ideas without acknowledging them will be severely penalized.  AOU now has the software Copycatch which can immediately detect the plagiarized passages in your TMA.  Moreover, your tutors are ready to offer you all the help you need to avoid this most detested and dishonest crime in academic studies.
As for the Recommended Readings, these constitute an additional resource for you to better grasp the ever-changing definition of Realist Novel and the magnificent manipulation of language in Shakespeare’s plays.  In addition to that, these recommended readings will further your understanding of the larger issues discussed in the course, especially those of gender, history, and culture and will give you an excellent chance to compare and contrast with the set books you have to read.  To ensure that, at the end of each Block, there will be a discussion of key passages in these recommended readings.  
While you will strongly feel the changes in A210A, you will also find less reading load in A210B with the same rationale in mind.  But more on that next semester.
AOU main goal in offering you course resources(the two Genre Guides, Approaching Prose Fiction and Approaching Plays, and the CD material) is that you develop into a successful independent learner.  For this reason, I hope that this new format of the course will render your experience of Approaching Literature a more enjoyable journey of appreciating and responding to literary texts and to issues (cultural, social, philosophical, literary, etc…) that are not locked in the pages you read, but rather are constantly at play in your own world.
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