EL 111: English Communication Skills I
TMA SUMMER SEMESTER 2009/2010
PART I: TMA INFORMATION

	1.
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE
	Week 4

	2.
	UNITS COVERED
	On Target 1,  Book 1 (Units 1- 12)

	3.
	NUMBER OF PAGES
	9

	4.
	ASSIGNMENT COMPONENTS
	WRITING

	5.
	TOTAL POINTS
	30


PART II: STUDENT INFORMATION (to be completed by student)
	NAME
	
	ID
	

	I confirm that the work presented here is my own and is not copied from any source. 
Student's signature:


	TUTOR'S NAME
	
	SECTION
	


PART III: TUTOR REMARKS (to be completed by tutor)

	TUTOR'S NAME
	
	DATE RECEIVED
	

	SIGNATURE
	
	DATE RETURNED
	


	INPORTANT NOTE: Students are advised to consult the attached grading rubric (last page of TMA) which explains how their piece of writing will be graded/evaluated. 

	NOTES:


	Grade: 


	The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using a text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled facts from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University.



Part One: Assignment (1): Writing an expository/explanatory paragraph. 

                                                                                                          (15 points).
Write an extended paragraph of approximately (350 words) on the following topic:  
"Explain the causes for the popularity of fast food restaurants."
Before you write, make sure that you complete the following table. (3 points)
	Topic Sentence

	

	Supporting Sentence (1)


	

	Supporting Sentence (2)


	

	Concluding Sentence 

	


It is important that you consult the following checklist before submitting your assignment.
· Introduction (relevant background about the topic)
· Thesis statement (the main idea discussed or analyzed)

· Body (details to support the thesis)

· Conclusion (restatement of the thesis)

· Organization of ideas or paragraphs
· Variety of sentences

· Mechanics of writing

· Transitional words
· Editing, revising, and proofreading
Write your paragraph here.






     (12 points)
                                                                                  End of Part 1/ Assignment 1

Part Two: Assignment (2): (15 points)
Write an extended paragraph of approximately (350 words) on the following topic: 
"Where do you see yourself, career wise, 10 years from now?" 
Before you write, make sure that you complete the following table. (3 points)
	Topic Sentence

	

	Supporting Sentence (1)


	

	Supporting Sentence (2)


	

	Concluding Sentence 

	


It is important that you consult the following checklist before submitting your paragraph.
· Introduction (relevant background about the topic)
· Thesis statement (the main idea discussed or analyzed)

· Body (details to support the thesis)

· Conclusion (restatement of the thesis)

· Organization of ideas or paragraphs
· Variety of sentences

· Mechanics of writing

· Transitional words
· Editing, revising, and proofreading
Write your paragraph here.






     (12 points)

                                                                                     End of Assignment 2/Part 2
EL111 TMA Grading Rubric
I. The EL111 TMA consists of two extended pieces of writing; each carries 15%, with a total of 30% of the semester grade.
II. The TMA marks are distributed as follows: 

1.   The TMA outline:  THREE MARKS, divided as follows:

a) Topic sentence:
           

 1.5 marks
b) Supporting sentence (1):
0.5 mark
c) Supporting sentence (2): 
0.5 mark
d) Concluding sentence:

0.5 mark
2. The extended piece of writing/paragraph:  (TWELVE MARKS), divided as follows:
a) An introductory section with a clear topic sentence:  

           2 marks

b) Supporting sentences/details:  8 marks, divided as follows:
- Use of relevant ideas/supporting sentences and vocabulary

   to support the topic sentence:




           3 mark

- Grammatical structure: [verb forms, tenses, s-v-agreement, etc.]:
           3 mark

- Mechanics of writing: punctuation, spelling, and overall paragraph format/layout: 

                                                                                                          2 mark

- Transition/linking words:                                                                           1 mark
c) Concluding section, with a clear concluding/closing signal:                   1 marks










9

