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A123B: An Introduction to the Humanities: Part (II)
TMA: Semester 2, 2009 - 2010

TMA 01: 15 points

Cut-off date: end of 6th week

[Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Tahrir Hamdi]
TMA01    

The Neoclassical World
This assignment relates to Block 3.

Question

In an essay of about 1,200 words, provide an artistic and historical analysis of Jacques-Louis David's painting entitled "Bonaparte Crossing the Alps at Mont Saint Bernard" 1800-1801 (Colour plate 43).

Guidance:

In answering this question, you need to remind yourself of the historical and political context (section 6 of Units 16 and 17 in Block 3 The Neoclassical World) during which David worked. You should consider the events that were taking place at the time of David's painting and the significance this may have had on the painting itself. You will also have to concentrate your discussion on the issue of style (i.e. features of a painting's form); this is best done by highlighting the Neoclassical style of David and by considering aspects such as colour and light, the choice and arrangement of objects and figures and the expressions, gestures and poses of figures. Unit 20, entitled "Art, History and Politics: David" will prove to be of great significance to your discussion here. You can also make use of Brookner's chronology of David (extract C4) in Resource Book 2.
NOTE: Evidence of consulting e-library sources will be an added asset.

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University.
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