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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES 
A319A/B TMA COVER FORM (2009/2010)

TMA No: ……..…

	

	Part (I): STUDENT INFORMATION (to be completed by student)

	1. Name:
	2. Registration No:

	3. Section No:
	4. Tel. :
	5. E-mail:

	 I confirm that the work presented here is my own and is not copied from any source.  

Student's signature:

	

	Part (II):  TUTOR'S REMARKS (to be completed by tutor)

	Tutor name:
	Signature:

	Date TMA received:
	Date returned:

	TUTOR'S REMARKS:



	Mark Allocated 

to TMA
	STUDENT MARK

	15%
	for content : a max of 15 marks 
	marks deducted for lang.  & communication errors:   a maximum of 4.5 marks 
	Earned Mark)

	
	
	
	


A319B:  Literature in the Modern World (II)
TMA: Semester 2, 2009 - 2010

TMA 01: 15 points

Cut-off date: week 7

Length:  2000 words

[Prepared by: Dr. Mohammad Sharafuddin]

Write an essay on the theme of empire as reflected in the characters and landscape of A Passage to India.

Student Notes:

You may begin by defining the idea of empire and its importance in 20th century British literature. The concept is also related to Orientalism so you will need to show awareness of Edward Said’s view of the empire (in “Discourse of the Orient”) and the way it interacts with the Orient and how representation of oriental people is dominated by imperialism. Sara Suleri also in her article (“The Geography of A Passage to India”) shows how imperialism contributed to presenting the Orient in certain representational mould . The following are some of the points you may want to address:

1. How do the British characters view and treat Indians and their culture and vice versa. (Give some examples from the novel.) Are all characters prejudiced or some less so and why?

2. Students may give an idea of the way the empire exercised control over India through its political and economic and even cultural system. British colonies were controlled from an “imperial centre,” as Williams calls it (Block 4, page 4). Force was also used to sustain this control. You may refer to the confrontation between Indians and the British before and after the trial scene. What does each think of the other and how attitudes prevail in the relations between the two sides. 

Present your discussion logically with specific examples from the given text. Without this, your answer is merely theoretical.

To do this TMA, you will need to do the following steps:

1. Write a thesis statement to be included in the first paragraph of your essay.

2. Plan your essay ahead of time by writing a plan highlighting the main points you intend to cover.

3. Comment on Said’s statement quoted above and make a summary of what he says in the article quoted above and comment on it be relating to the novel. 

4. Select some excerpts of your own choice from the novel related to the topic. Give a summary of what these passages say and add your own comments and interpretation.

5. Make sure your essay makes reference to at least 3 quotations from the novel upon which you can provide your own analysis and comments.

At this stage, students are expected to know how to paraphrase and synthesize the material they read using their own words as much as possible. They still have to quote and use quotation marks in the right annotation methods they learned from their tutors. 

Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA.

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University.
See Learning Outcomes table below for details. 

Learning Outcomes for TMA01

	Knowledge and understanding

	develop an understanding of the relationship between a literary text and its historical context

	

	Cognitive skills

	develop skills in literary analysis and critical thinking as established in the previous level of courses.

	Develop additional analytical skills as students seek to engage with a culture other than their own, remaining sensitive to possible constraints on understanding as well as to the "opening up" that close analysis produces.

	Key and practical/professional skills

	

	manage own independent learning effectively and use feedback in order to improve performance

	Practical/professional skills

	be able to analyze, interpret and use highly organized language in a way that prepares students for further study

	Be able to use scholarly conventions in an appropriate and consistent way.
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