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	Earned Mark

	
	
	
	


E300B: English Language and Literacy (II)

TMA: Semester 2, 2009 - 2010

TMA 01: 15 points

Cut-off date: end of 5th week

[Prepared by Course Chair: Prof. Najib Al-Shehabi]
Note 

This Assignment provides general guidance on the two assignments you are required to present in partial fulfillment of the requirements of E300B. Before you begin to work on these assignments you are strongly advised to read the E300A&B Course Guide (on the website www.arabou.org). Of special importance in this guide is section 15 entitled: “General Guidance on Writing Assignments”. This section must be read thoroughly. You should also use the TMA cover page which is also available from the same website. The E300A&B Course Guide also contains your E300B calendar.

TMA 01

(cut-off date : end of week 6)

TMA 01 is your project proposal, and should be about 1500 words long.

This assignment is closely linked to the final project, your next TMA (TMA 02), which provides an opportunity for you to explore some of the themes, concepts and issues in the course through a practical investigation of a topic of your own choice related to your work on the course. TMA 01 is intended to help you develop you draw up a draft outline for your work on the final project, so as to receive your tutor’s comments and advice before you carry out the main part of the practical work.

Please note that you need to continue to work through Parts (blocks) 4 and 5 of the course, alongside developing your work on the project. You may indeed wish to focus your project on some aspect of Parts 4 or 5.

Two weeks of study time have been allocated for the preparation of your project proposal. During this period you need to:

a) Locate the parts of the course that provide the ideas in which you are most interested and carry out preparatory reading (see below).

b) Choose your project topic.

c) Identify key questions or issues you want to pursue in your investigation.

d) Decide how you are going to carry out the work and collect your material (for example, this might include recordings or collections of written or visual texts).

e) Write up your proposal (see below).

(a) Preparatory reading

Read through the remainder of the Study Guide, to get a sense of the coverage of the whole course, and then look in more detail at the Study Guide material, audio-cassette, set book and reader material in the area that most interests you. Below is a list of selected articles in the readers which present research from the point of view of the different approaches covered in the course. The boundaries between these approaches are not immediately clear, but the groupings should provide a broad idea of the kind of work done in each area. The term ‘discourse analysis’ can apply to analysis of dialogue and language practices which remains close to the text; it can also be used for a broader critical analysis of people’s language use.

You should read the first three articles in the reader Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context, which examine key issues in carrying out research. While you are not expected to carry out a full piece of research in E300, you should consider any ethical issues that might be involved in your work (see Chapter 2 by Cameron et al., and Chapter 3 by Swann), and if your project involves observing and recording talk in an educational setting, then Chapter 3 contains valuable advice, some of which is also applicable to researching talk in other settings.

Sociolinguistic analysis

Much of the research presented in the readers draws on sociolinguistic ideas. Three articles which deal explicitly with sociolinguistic concepts are those by Biggs and Edwards, Swann and Graddol and Coates, in the reader Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context.
Text analysis

Articles by Hasan, Fowler, Bell, Turner, and Graddol in the reader Media Texts: authors and readers and the article by Hellsten in the reader Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context. Naidoo’s article in the reader Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context looks at responses to text.
Discourse analysis (which includes analyses of oral language and critical discourse analysis)

The article by Sola and Bennett in the reader Language and Literacy in Social Practice; articles by Maybin, Swann and Graddol, Fisher, and Coates in the reader Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context.
Analysing literacy practices

Articles by Taylor, Heath, and Saxena in the reader Language and Literacy in Social Practice, and articles by Bloome, Gregory, and Barton and Padmore in the reader Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context.
(b) Choosing a topic

Choose a topic you are interested in that is well supported by E300 materials, and which you would like to investigate on a practical level. Below is a list of suggestions to give you a sense of the scope you should aim for. Resist the temptation to be over ambitious! Your tutor should be informed of your choice. 

Project topics

a) A study of the sociolinguistic problems existing in a community such as yours.

b) An analysis of your observations of literacy practices in a local community, e.g. your family or an office where you work(ed) (if you have one).

c) An analysis of one or more media texts about a current topic (not an old one) and the social context in which the text(s) appeared.

d) An examination of discourse practices (e.g. classroom or work discourse practices) observed by you.

e) An analysis of policy issues in an area of language and literacy.

f) A study of the ‘voices’ in one or more texts.

Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA.

(c)  Identifying key questions or issues

Your investigation will be more focused, and you may be able to explore your material in more depth, if you can think about its aim in the form of a question. It is also useful to then break down this question into two or three subsidiary questions. You should ensure that the plans for your practical work and for the collection and analysis of material are best suited to exploring these questions. (You may have to change the questions if it is not practically possible to explore them effectively.)

(d) Investigation methods

Your preparatory reading of the course materials should provide ideas for ways of collecting and analysing data, bearing in mind that you are required to do a small practical investigation rather than a major piece of research. Your methods may include recording and transcribing talk (see Swann’s article in Researching Language and Literacy in Social Context for advice on doing this), an analysis of oral, visual or written texts, critical discourse analysis, or the documenting of literacy events and practices. Your tutor may ask you to provide evidence of the recording(s)/ material(s) on which you had based your analysis.

(e) Project proposal

Write up your proposal in accordance with the specification set out below.

Specification for TMA 01

Your proposal should be no longer than 1500 words, and should be structured according to the following headings:

1 Title of proposed project

2 The aims of the proposed project in the form of a question or questions

3 An outline of the ideas in the course which are underpinning your work

4 A description of the practical work you are planning, and the evidence you will 

         collect (e.g. observation notes, texts, recordings)

5 The methods you plan to use

6 A description of the settings in which you plan to collect your evidence

7 Any ethical issues that may be involved

8 How you plan to analyse the evidence you collect

9 The timetable for the proposed project

You should include sufficiently detailed information under each heading to enable your tutor to evaluate the suitability and feasibility of your proposed project and to offer you constructive advice about your work.

Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA.
The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University. 

Appendix:  Learning outcomes of E300B

The learning outcomes reflect the fact that the course aims to introduce the student to various approaches to the study of language and literacy. It is not focused on introducing him/her simply to information on language, but rather is asking him/her to take a critical stance on the way in which the subject may be studied and researched. As a result the learning outcomes do not relate specially to particular blocks of the course, but apply across the whole course.

 

(A)  Knowledge and understanding
Upon completing this course, the student is expected to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:

 

1.      Different theoretical and analytical approaches to the study of language and literacy including sociolinguistics, systemic functional linguistics, critical discourse analysis and ethnography

2.      The relative strengths and limitations of different linguistic and anthropological approaches to the study of language and literacy

3.      The importance of mode (spoken, written and multimodal, i.e. combinations of words and pictures) and context (social, political, and cultural) in language choice

4.      A wide range of terminology for describing language, language use and linguistic analysis

5.      The changing position of the English language in relation to globalisation and cultural and political issues surrounding multilingualism

6.      How his/her learning in different parts of the course may be integrated according to the central conceptual strands of the course: the relationship between language and context; how meaning is produced through spoken, written and multi-media communication; the relationship between language and literacy use, and identity; the relationship between language and ideology.

 
(B)  Cognitive skills
To be successful in his/her study of this course, the student is expected to:

 

1.      Demonstrate how particular approaches to the study of language can be applied to empirical data

2.      Evaluate critically the strengths and limitations of particular theoretical and analytical approaches to language, literacy and the collection of linguistic data

3.      Demonstrate awareness of the processes involved in linguistic research

4.      Relate theoretical concepts to concrete experience

5.      Take into account the ethical issues of practical research

6.      Design and carry out a small-scale research project requiring the collection of linguistic data

7.      Demonstrate autonomy in selecting appropriate topics/data for investigation, and in carrying out project work

8.      Use appropriate terminology to describe and discuss specific linguistic theories, concepts and evidence

9.      Synthesise different points of view, and personal research data in order for the student to reach his/her own conclusions
10.  Evaluate and adapt project work in the light of feedback and practical experience
11.  Reflect critically on the experience of the project with a view to improving research techniques and choice of methodologies.
 
(C)  Key skills: communication and application of number
To be successful in his/her study of this course, the student is expected to:
 
Communication
1.      Select and synthesise the main points of information, or of an argument, from a variety of sources
2.      Exercise critical judgment about sources of evidence
3.      Develop research skills, including the ability to gather, sift and organize material independently and critically, and to evaluate its relevance and significance
4.      Develop good practice in the acknowledgement of source material and in the presentation of bibliographies
5.      Construct a continuous logical line of argument which specifically answers the question set
6.      Present written work to a high standard using the appropriate register and style.
 
Application of number
7.      Understand, interpret and discuss statistical data in the form of graphs, tables and figures.
 
 (D)  Practical/professional skills
To be successful in his/her study of this course, the student is expected to develop abilities in:
 
1.      Abstracting and synthesising information from a variety of sources
2.      Making independent and analytical judgments
3.      Using and evaluating a variety of means to analyse linguistic and ethnographic data
4.      Evaluating social, political and ethical issues related to language use
5.      Communicating effectively in writing, selecting appropriate genre, style and register
6.     Working independently, demonstrating initiative, self-organisation and time management
7.      Planning and undertaking research.
Submit a proposal for a small-scale practical investigation into some aspect of language and literacy covered by E300.
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