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E303B: English Grammar in Context (II)

TMA: Semester 2, 2009 - 2010

TMA 01: 15 points

Cut-off date: end of week 6

[Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Ismail Safieh]

TMA 1 (project proposal)

Cut-Off Date: Please return your completed assignment to your tutor to arrive by the end of week 6.

This assignment, which   is a proposal for the small-scale piece of research which will form TMA 3, relates to your study of E303 Book 4 (Getting Down To It: Undertaking Research) and the readings and activities associated with it.  It represents 15% of the overall continuous assessment score (OCAS). 

You should write no more than 1,500 words, excluding references and any appendices. Please indicate at the end of your essay the number of words you have used.

Before you start this assignment, refer to the general guidance on completing and submitting your assignments section 18 on page 41 in the course guides booklet that you have with your package.

A small-scale research project provides an opportunity for you to apply some of the analytical tools, skills and ideas that you have acquired in the course, to relate them to your own particular interests in grammar and language use, and to give you experience of, and insights into the realities of conducting research.

In your project proposal you will set out your plan for your project.  Your tutor will comment on the appropriateness and feasibility of your plan, which should help you to develop project ideas and improve the quality of your project work and report.  You need to be willing to make significant adaptations to your project aims and design in the light of feedback.

Guidance notes for students on choosing a topic:

You are free to choose a topic that interests you from any part of the course.  In order to develop your project topic you need to:

•
identify key questions or issues you wish to investigate

•
narrow down from a number of potentially interesting topics to one that is manageable

•
decide which method or methods will best enable you to collect and analyze appropriate data 

•
locate any ideas or relevant research in the course material that will support the project

•
map out the practical detail and timescale for the project.

This process should help you narrow down from a number of potentially interesting topics to one that is manageable.  Below is a list of suggestions for your project. These will give you a sense of the scope you should aim for. If you wish, you may choose one of the following sample topics, modifying it and adapting it to make it relevant to your personal or professional interests.  Alternatively you may choose a topic of your own, making sure that it is similar in scope to those listed below.  But you must consult your tutor and obtain his/her approval before committing yourself.

(a) A grammatical analysis of the introductions to three textbooks (the first 250-300 words in each text) that you have studied at AOU or you are studying now and an evaluation of the effectiveness of each. 

(b) A comparison of two recent   media reports (300-400 words each), (published in 2010) on the same event/topic and a critical discourse analysis suggesting reasons for, and effects of, the differences.

(c) A corpus-based comparison of the use and functions of the progressive aspect in academic prose and news (in the BNC-OU sub-corpora).

(d) A corpus-based comparison of the use of that clauses in the academic prose and news (in the BNC-OU sub-corpora).

(e) A corpus-based comparison of the use of the modals in conversation and fiction (in the BNC-OU sub-corpora).

(f) A corpus-based analysis of the grammatical features of reported speech in fiction (in the BNC-OU sub-corpus).

Note: The corpus CD-Rom may be utilized for investigating any grammatical aspect and for comparing the use of any grammatical feature across the four registers incorporated in the data. Consult your tutor for any topic you choose to get guidance and obtain his/her approval.

Structure of project proposal

Your project proposal should address the following areas, which are discussed in detail in the following pages:

1
Title

2
The aims of the investigation

3
The rationale and main conceptual themes for the investigation

4
A description of the data you intend to collect, and how you intend to collect it

5
Any ethical issues you have to consider

6
The methods you expect to use to analyze the data you collect

7
The timetable for the proposed project

8
References

Title

This should be a concise description of your proposed project, such as examples (a) – (j) above. The title should show how the ideas from the course can be related to specific investigations which are of interest and/or practical and immediate value to you, the researcher.

The aims of the investigation

Here you will need to set out clearly what you wish to find out through your project work. Project aims are often most effectively expressed in the form of one or more specific investigative questions. When such questions are posed in a suitably clear way, they will help you and your tutor to reach an understanding of the purpose of your project, and help you to evaluate your project, when it is completed. These questions needn’t be formal hypotheses which you aim to prove or disprove; they may just as easily be expressed in exploratory or open-ended terms. For the first example title given in the preceding section, the project aims might be expressed as:

· What does a grammatical analysis of the introductory paragraphs to three pieces of fiction reveal about their effectiveness?

· Specifically, how do they help the reader enter the fictional world?

It is essential that you formulate your aims clearly at the proposal stage, so that you will be in a position to evaluate the success or otherwise of your project in meeting its aims at the reporting stage (TMA 05).

The rationale and main conceptual themes for the investigation

Here you should discuss the significance of the project you are proposing, and your reasons for choosing it. You should discuss these issues in both academic and personal/professional/practical terms, by answering questions such as:

•
Why have you chosen this topic to investigate?

•
What are the relevant analytical tools, ideas and issues in the course material?

Identify the main analytical tools in the course materials which lend themselves to your investigation. Locate, also, any ideas, issues, and related research in the course which support your rationale and may provide help in analyzing your data after you have collected it. For example, for the sample project on introductions in fictional writing (see above) relevant areas are likely to include: 

· the relationship between language form and function

· the discussion of fiction in Unit 18

· LGSWE corpus findings in the fiction register 

· the reader chapter written by Hilary Hillier

Warning: If you have difficulty in relating your rationale to analytical tools, concepts issues and readings in the course material, you may be trying to pursue a project topic in an area that is not well-supported by the course. You should discuss this difficulty with your tutor before developing your project further.

A description of the data you intend to collect and how you will collect it 
You should give careful thought to the kinds of data that will best help you to answer your investigative question but which, at the same time, can feasibly be collected in the time available and in the settings to which you will have access. By ‘kinds of data’, we mean, for example:

· Written texts

· Small electronic corpora of written texts (see Book 4, pp. 99-101)

· BNC-OU corpus 

· Other available corpora .

Your choice of data is crucial as it will be the basis for your analysis and thus provide the evidence upon which you base your findings.  For some projects you may wish to collect data that you will not grammatically analyze but which will provide you with an additional perspective on the same phenomenon. For example, in a project involving ‘student essays’, it might be useful to collect written comments by the tutor/teacher, regarding their judgement on the quality of the writing.  This will give you some useful insights into, and possible explanations for, the grammatical patterns you will observe in your data.   
The notes below provide general guidance on collecting different types of data. More detailed information about data collection is provided in relation to TMA 05. You will need to refer to this when planning your project work in more detail.

Spoken texts

If you are planning to record and then transcribe some examples of spoken English, you will need to bear in mind that it takes a long time to transcribe spoken language, so you will need to select a very short stretch. You will also need to decide what conventions to adopt when you transcribe the data (see Unit 19).

Written texts

If you decide to collect unpublished written texts such as student essays, business reports, email correspondence etc. make sure that you have the permission of the writer/s and if necessary protect their identity by making them anonymous (see the section on ethical issues below). If the texts are from a published source make sure you note down the precise reference details including the copyright holder.

Small corpora

In Unit 19 you were given precise instructions on how to compile your own small corpus. Make sure you follow these instructions if you decide to put together your own small collection of texts (pp.99-101)

BNC-OU corpus or other available corpora

If you are intending to analyze an existing electronic corpus you will need to give details of how you will obtain it, what it contains, how many words there are, and why it is suitable.

The ethical issues you have to consider

Depending on your project topic, you should include here some reflection on issues such as data confidentiality, copyright and ways in which you will respect the privacy of individuals and the confidentiality of data relating to them. We recommend that you read the guidelines drawn up by the British Association for Applied Linguistics (BAAL): 'Recommendations for good practice in Applied Linguistics student projects'.  This can be found on the Internet at:  www.baal.org.uk/ethicsug.htm. 
The methods you expect to use to analyze the data you collect

At this stage you need to indicate what methods you expect to use in analyzing the data you collect. We recognize that the methods and focus of the grammatical analysis you eventually select may well be different, because of the nature of the data you actually collect. 

The timetable for the proposed project

Indicate when you are going to collect your data and do your analysis and how long you expect each stage of the project work to take. This will give your tutor an opportunity to evaluate the feasibility of what you are proposing and to try and help you design a project of the right scale.

References

Your project proposal needs to be referenced in the same way as your other pieces of written work on this course (see pages 6-7 above).

Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA. 

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University. 
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