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EL121: The Short Story and Essay Writing
TMA – Second Semester: 2009 - 2010

TMA: 30 points

Cut-off date:  end of 14th week

[Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Heba Badreldin]
1. In no more than 1200 words write an essay on the role of point of view in revealing the theme of “After Twenty Years, Thank You Ma’m” and “The Tell Tale Heart.”
Guide Notes:  Before you attempt the TMA, read the stories under discussion carefully, then read Unit 5 on "Point of View" to understand it very well and to prepare you to identify the function of the point of view used in each of these stories. Discuss the point of view in each story and give your evaluation as to the perspective or angle from which the stories are told.

To help you come up with a solid and convincing thesis statement, the following questions give you a chance to brainstorm and analyze the topic: 

· How many types of points of view are there in a narrative? 

· What are the characteristics of each type of point of view? 

· How does each point of view affect our reaction or response to the protagonist? 

· Is there an ironic tone? A sympathetic one? A neutral one?  

· Which is more dominant: the dialogue or the commentary? 

· What is the role of each? 

· What does the point of view tell us about the author’s attitude about the theme or character of the story? 

· What is the purpose in using such a point of view? Etc…

Each of your ideas should be supported with evidence from the stories.  Do not generalize.

Your essay should draw on at least 3 sources from the Reading Material maintaining proper academic representation (quoting or paraphrasing) of the information you use.  The Peer Review Form in the Course Guide will enable you to assess the proper organization and content of your essay.

NOTE: Evidence of consulting e-library sources will be an added asset.

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University.
_1283153308.bin

