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E303B: English Grammar in Context (II)

TMA: Semester 2, 2009 - 2010

TMA 02: 15 points

Cut-off date: end of week 13

[Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Ismail Safieh]

TMA 2 (project report)

Cut-Off Date: Please return your completed assignment to your tutor to arrive by the end of week 13.

This assignment is a small-scale independent research project which relates to your study of Books 1-4 of E303and the readings and activities associated with it. It represents 15% of the overall continuous assessment score (OCAS). 

The objective of this TMA is to assess your application of the four skills of grammatical analysis/description, interpretation, critical evaluation and argumentation developed during the course, by means of an extended engagement with a body of original data of your own choosing.

You should write between 4,000 and 5,000 words, excluding references, any appendices and your existing TMA 3 (although some material may legitimately be in common between the two assignments). Please indicate at the end of your assignment the number of words you have used.

Before you start this assignment, refer to the general guidance on completing and submitting your assignments section 18 on page 41 in the course guides booklet that you have with your package.

When returning this assignment to your tutor, please also include the original marked TMA 3, its cover sheet form and any other comments from your tutor. Although your project proposal (TMA 3) does not count towards your final score for TMA 4, it provides vital information for your tutor to judge how you have responded to comments and how the project has developed from the initial proposal stage.
Note that you must pass this assignment in order to pass this course.

Introduction

This section describes how to carry out and write up your project. 

The project is an opportunity for you to examine concepts and issues and to use analytical tools which you have encountered in the course material. By choosing your own investigation you can relate the work you have done on the course to your own interests in a practical way. Whatever topic you choose to examine, and whatever approach you adopt, it will be essential to support your project work with analytical tools drawn from the E303 course material.

TMA 05, the Project report is the second stage in the assessment of your project work. The first part was the project proposal you wrote for TMA 04. A four-week period is marked in the year’s study plan during which you should carry out and complete the writing of your project. 

Although the project represents a substantial proportion of your assessed work for the course, you must take care not to be over-ambitious. The project is conducted over a relatively brief period, and results in a report of 4000 - 5,000 words. You should approach it as a vehicle for consolidating your understanding of the course material and how grammar works, and for applying that understanding in a practical way. It is not a test of everything you know about grammar, but rather an opportunity for you to demonstrate the use of the new practical analytical skills that you have been acquiring. Try to develop a sense of the scale and scope of the project at an early stage in your planning. You need to plan your project during your study of Part 4 of the course, in order to allow time to collect evidence. Experience has shown us that many problems can arise in data collection, so you should include plenty of extra time. 

Some general advice on carrying out and writing up your project

Recording and transcribing

If you are investigating spoken language you will almost certainly need to make audio recordings. The sound quality of recordings is important in language research. For this reason you are recommended, if possible, to use recording equipment with an external microphone. You are strongly advised to pilot your recording techniques. By this we mean that you should try out your data-collecting methods in the setting you are going to use, to see if they work. After making a recording, watch or listen to it carefully. Can you hear and see everything you need to? If not, can you position your equipment differently to improve things or do you need to modify your data requirements? You also need to be aware of the effect of recording equipment on the participants you are recording (see Unit 19 on the ‘observer’s paradox’).

If you are using the data in an electronic corpus, you will need to transcribe it carefully and also keep notes on the setting and circumstances in which it was recorded. If you are not compiling an electronic corpus, do not transcribe all of the material you record. Tape transcription is exceedingly time-consuming. Listen carefully to all the tape-recorded data, noting significant passages, and only transcribe selectively. 

Not trying to do too much

Be selective. Some portions of your evidence may relate more directly to your original research questions than others. You will not be penalized for being selective in the amount of evidence you choose to analyze, provided that this selectivity is explained and justified.

Do not feel you must read beyond the course material to draw conceptual support for your project. You will not be at a disadvantage if you base your project exclusively on E303 material, and you should not put yourself under pressure to conduct literature searches in libraries or to purchase additional books. On the other hand, reading beyond the course material often adds to the rewards of project work. If you do decide to read more widely, you must nevertheless use the course material as the foundation for your analysis.

Guidance notes on undertaking your project

Guidance is provided below on how to conduct the practical phase of your project. The recommended schedule of work is as follows:

•
Consider carefully the feedback you received from your tutor about your project proposal (TMA 04)

•
Amend and/or add to your proposal in as much or as little detail as you feel necessary in order to begin work on the investigation.

•
Collect your data 

•
Carry out your analysis

•
Interpret your analysis 

•
Reflect on the process

•
Write up your report

Guidance notes on writing up your project report

We advise you to read these sections now, and to re-read them carefully after you have written your report, using them as a checklist.

The word allowances given for each section of TMA 05 are suggestions only. Their purpose is to give you an indication of roughly how long particular sections should be. Obviously these will vary to some extent depending on your project topic. For instance, if you are using the BNC-OU corpus you will not need to spend very long on the collection of data section. It should be clear from the number of words suggested that The rationale for your study and The analysis of your data will be the most significant sections. Remember to include a word count at the end of the project before the references and appendices. 

The aims of your investigation

(Suggested length of section: approx. 500 words.)

This will be a fuller account of your aims, compared to the one you produced at the proposal stage. It should reflect any changes of direction which have happened since the project proposal was submitted and which were agreed with your tutor. 

The rationale for your study

(Suggested length of section: approx. 1,000 words.)
This will be a more fully developed treatment of the sections of the course which underpin your study than the outline version you produced at the proposal stage. Any additional areas of the course that may have become relevant as you proceeded with your research should also be discussed here.

The methods you used to collect your evidence

(Suggested length of section: approx. 500 words.)
This, too, will be a somewhat fuller account than was possible at the proposal stage, and will include an explanation of any alterations that became necessary during the conduct of the investigation. 

If you are collecting spoken data, or data from individuals, you should describe the circumstances as they actually existed. You should include here any practical difficulties you faced in carrying out your project, so that your tutor may be aware of how it has been shaped by your local circumstances.

If you are analyzing already existing electronic corpora you will need to give details of where you got them from, what they contain, how many words there are, whether they were originally spoken or written, etc. Look at Section 1.4 of your Reference Grammar and Table 1 and the surrounding text of the chapter by Hewings and Hewings in your Reader for an indication of the type of information you need to provide about an electronic corpus. 

Ethical issues

(Suggested length of section: approx. 500 words.)
If relevant to your project topic, this section should give details of how you have taken any relevant ethical issues into account, drawing on the established guidelines of one of the relevant professional associations (see notes to TMA 04 above).

The analysis of your data

(Suggested length of section: approx. 1,000 words.)
You will need to outline any changes in your methods of analysis since your proposal. You should give a clear account and some justification of the ways in which you relate your analysis to your aims and initial questions. You will then need to show clearly how you undertook the analysis, for example, by including text marked up in some way to illustrate your analysis (see, for example, examples in Unit 20). If you are using concordancing tools, you may need to include concordance lines and/or frequency statistics. You will by now be expected to have achieved a reasonable level in linguistic analysis (reflecting the specific learning outcomes of Parts 1-4 of the course) and so you need to demonstrate this to your tutor. 

Your findings, and how these relate to your aims as well as particular issues in the module

 (Suggested length of section: approx. 500 words.)
Emphasize what has emerged from your data, the extent to which it answers your research questions and its relationship to grammar in context as discussed in the course material. Present examples from your findings selectively in the report in order to illustrate points or exemplify parts of your argument. Ensure your selection is explained and justified. Lengthy material may be included in an appendix and will not count towards the total number of words, but your tutor will not read such material in detail in order to assess the report.

An evaluation of your work on the project

(Suggested length of section: approx. 500 words.)
Consider the overall outcome of your project. What did it set out to achieve and how successful was it? What are its shortcomings? You may also consider the kinds of further investigation which could be made to follow up your results or extend the work you have started, as well as the implications of your findings.

References

This should be a full list of all the works you have referred to. It should be set out as exemplified in the section on referencing on pages 6-7.

Appendices

It is often useful to send samples of your data, for example transcripts or texts, or extensive, detailed analysis, so that your tutor can see how these relate to your findings, but please remember that your tutor will not have time to study lengthy appendices, or other additional material, in detail when marking your project. If you are sending any audio or video tapes or computer disks with your project, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you wish them to be returned to you.

Be sure to keep a safe back-up copy or photocopy of your project before posting it off to your tutor. 
Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA.

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University. 
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