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E303A: English Grammar in Context (I)

TMA: Semester 1, 2010 - 2011
TMA 01: 10 points

Cut-off date: end of week 6
[Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Ismail Safieh]

Please return your completed assignment to your tutor to arrive by the end of week 6.

This assignment relates to your study of Part I of E303, and represents 10% of the overall continuous assessment score (or OCAS).  It assesses your confidence and accuracy in the use of the concordancing software and in the basic description and analysis of grammatical data.

You should write 1,000-1,500 words in total, excluding any references.  Please indicate at the end of your essay the number of words you have used.

Before you start this assignment, refer to the general guidance on completing and submitting your assignments section 18 on page 41 in the course guides booklet that you have with the package.

In this TMA you will demonstrate that you can use the corpus and concordancer to compare grammar in speech and writing.  As this is your first assignment for this course using a corpus and concordancer, we provide detailed suggestions on how to tackle the tasks in the notes following each task.  You should complete all three tasks.

Task 1 (data preparation)

(a) How many occurrences are there of the singular verb form of the word call in the whole BNC-OU spoken corpus and in one third (see note 9 below) of the BNC-OU written corpus?

(b) How many occurrences are there of the singular noun form of the word  call in the whole BNC-OU spoken corpus and in one third of the BNC-OU written corpus?

(c) What are the five most frequent collocates in first and second positions to the right and left of the noun and verb forms of call in both your spoken and written corpora?

(d) Write down five concordance lines for both nouns and verbs in both corpora to illustrate call and its collocates (=20 lines in total), if the number of matches for each search (i.e. V&N in the spoken corpus and in the written corpus is more than five. If you get less than five matches for each write down the concordance lines you get. If you get zero matches, don’t worry, because there are no concordance lines to write down.
Notes on completing Task 1: 

Task 1 is similar to some of the corpus activities you have carried out during your study of Book 1 of the course. You can look back at those to help you carry out the task. In addition, the steps below give you a straightforward path through the task which you can follow.

1
Open Monoconc and load all the files in the BNC-OU spoken corpus from Corpus 1.
2
Search the corpus for the word call as a singular verb (call&VVB).
3
Write down the total number of occurrences of the singular verb form call 
4
Use the frequency pull down menu and select collocate frequency.
5
Write down the five or less most frequent collocates in first and second right position and first and second left position (20 in all if you get more than five matches for each search (i.e. V&N in the spoken corpus and V&N in the written corpus). 

6
Return to the concordance window. Write down ten example lines which illustrate some of the collocates that you have listed. Underline the collocates. 

7
Close any concordance windows you have opened and unload the spoken corpus.
8
Load the OU BNC written corpus from Corpus 1.

9
Before you run the concordance search, adjust the value to 3 in the ‘Every N-th Hit’ box so that your written corpus is roughly the same size as your spoken corpus (the value is 1 here). 
10
Carry out the same steps as you did when searching the spoken corpus.
11
 You should have four tables of data listing frequent collocates. This is your basic information, but you will need to refer back to the concordance lines in order to carry out the next task.

12. Do not worry if you get zero matches in any of the searches. If this happens you do not need to write down any examples.

Task 2 (comparison of call in speech and writing)

(You should write a maximum of 500 words on this part of the assignment.)

Compare your findings for call as a singular noun in speech and writing and call as a singular verb in speech and writing.  Write a description of the ways in which this word is used in the different corpora, giving examples.

Notes on completing Task 2:

For this task, you should consider, for example: 

· What is the frequency of the singular verb   form call in the different corpora? 

· Which elements commonly precede call (e.g. nouns, pronouns, etc.)?  

· Which elements commonly follow call?  

· Where does call occur in clauses and sentences (initial, medial or final positions)? 
· What are the senses/meanings associated with the verb call in both speech and writing? Are there any differences?

Task 3 (comparison of wider lexicogrammatical patterns)

(You should write a maximum of 750 words on this part of the assignment.)

Now examine other forms of the word call as a verb in the spoken and written corpora. Combine your findings for these other forms with what you have already discovered. 

Write a description of the lexicogrammatical verb patterns for call (as simple present tense) calls (as 3rd person singular simple present tense), called (as past and past participle), alling (as progressive and gerund) that your have found and say how they differ in the different corpora.  

Notes on completing Task 3:

In Tasks 1 and 2 you have analysed and written about call as a singular present tense verb in speech and writing. In this Task you need to examine all the forms of call in the same way and note the collocates and examples of typical patterns of use. Use this evidence to describe the typical lexico-grammatical patterns of this verb in both speech and writing. 

 Use examples from the corpora to support your points.

Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA. 

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University. 
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