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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES 
     TMA COVER FORM: EL121: The Short story and Essay Writing

	

	Part (I): STUDENT INFORMATION (to be completed by student)

	1. Name:
	2. Registration No:

	3. Section No:
	4. Tel. :
	5. E-mail:

	 I confirm that the work presented here is my own and is not copied from any source.  

Student's signature:

	

	Part (II):  TUTOR'S REMARKS (to be completed by tutor)

	Tutor name:
	Signature:

	Date TMA received:
	Date returned:

	TUTOR'S REMARKS:



	Mark Allocated 

to TMA
	STUDENT MARK

	20%
	For content: a 

maximum of 20 marks 
	Marks deducted for lang.  & communication errors:  a maximum of 4 marks 
	Earned Mark

	
	
	
	


EL121: The Short Story and Essay Writing
TMA: 2010 - 2011
TMA: 20 points
Cut-off date:  end of 14th week

[Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Heba Badreldin]
In no more than 1200 words write an essay on the importance of opening paragraphs of a short story in preparing the readers to understand the theme, mood, and conflict of the story.  You can choose two of the following: “Araby”, “The Scarlet Ibis”, “To Build a Fire” and “The Tell Tale Heart” to show which opening is more effective or successful as an introduction to the story.
Student Notes: A close reading of the openings of these stories is very important.  As you do the reading, pay close attention to vocabulary, imagery, sentence structure, and any other special use of language to determine the explicit and the implicit meanings.  Once you do that, check the tone of the narrative point of view and its attitude toward what is being said.  Having done that, you have to decide which opening is more successful than the other one in anticipating the theme and mood of the story. Your thesis statement should be very clear in showing the reasons of your evaluation of the openings.
Answering some of these questions will help you develop your argument logically and convincingly:  what type of figurative language is dominant (simile, metaphors, allusions, symbolism, etc...)? How does the meaning of these figures of speech relate to the theme of the story? Are these figures of speech repeated throughout the story? Is there repetition of certain vocabulary? Are there a lot of adjectives? What do they describe, a physical setting or an emotional condition? Do they imply some kind of threat or danger? Are there a lot of fragments (incomplete sentences)?  Why are they used? Is the narrative point of view objective, subjective, sympathetic, neutral, ironic, etc…? What is its significance? How does each of these literary devices related to the body of the story? To the mood? To the conflict? How are the themes related to these techniques or strategies used by the author in the opening? Which opening is more closely related to the rest of the story? To the conclusion?
Each of your ideas should be supported with evidence from the stories.  Do not generalize.
Your essay should draw on at least 3 sources from the Reading Material maintaining proper academic representation (quoting or paraphrasing) of the information you use.  The Peer Review Form in the Course Guide will enable you to assess the proper organization and content of your essay.
Using the e-library on campus: 

Students are requested to visit the e-library on campus and use it to do their TMAs properly. They are also requested to show their tutor that they used the e-library in doing the TMA. 

The following are guidelines on plagiarism:

If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)

It is important to remember that plagiarism is strictly barred and would be subject to punitive action by the Arab Open University.
_1283153308.bin

