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U210A: The English Language, Past, Present and Future (I)

TMA01: Semester 1, 2010 - 2011
TMA 01: 10 points

Cut-off date: end of 6th week
Length:  1500-2000 words

 [Prepared by Course Chair: Dr. Hayat Al-Khatib]
(Course Book One – History of Development of the English Language)

Question

Patterns of language contact outside England led to the expansion of English inside the British Isles and in the colonies.

Discuss how English was passed from England to Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales, and eventually to the international arena. 

E-Library Resource

Activity

· Check e-library resources on different writing scripts and examples. 

· Check e-library resources on different literacy practices, in relation to emergent writing and comment on varied approaches.

Areas of Discussion
The TMA relates to Block One and areas of discussion are in Course Book One, chapters 1-5 and their reading extracts. 

The TMA has to include the following main points:

· The current position of English and its global spread: the increase in the number of speakers of English to 300 millions, four-fifth of them live outside the British Isles 

· The expansion of English within Britain (the British Isles) in the Celtic territories, displacing the Celtic languages in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The eventual incorporation of the Celtic territories as Great Britain/United Kingdom, with English as the official language of the state.
· The spread of English outside Britain: the colonial expansion into the new world, e.g. America, Australia,  and the large-scale immigration of English speakers (deportees and political refugees) displacing existing population and resulting in English-speaking colonies.
· The conclusion should evaluate the current situation of English and views on economic gains as well as the appearance of new varieties, e.g. Australian English, American English, Indian English, etc.
The following are guidelines on plagiarism:
If you submit an assignment that contains work other than yours without acknowledging your sources, you are committing plagiarism. This might occur when:

· Using a sentence or phrase that you have come across

· Copying word-for-word directly from a text

· Paraphrasing the words from the text very closely

· Using text downloaded from the Internet

· Borrowing statistics or assembled fact from another person or source

· Copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your sources

· Copying from the notes or essays of a fellow student

(Slightly adapted from OU document on quoting versus plagiarism)
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