In CHARGE 2 :  GRAMMAR NOTES (Units 1-12)
Prepared by:  Professor Lewis Mukattash
IN CHARGE 2 : UNIT 1 , pp. 1- 8
GRAMMAR TARGETS:
1. Comparisons ( as……as & so…as)

2. Sufficiency: enough
3. Intensifiers : very, so, such, & too

See also: Advanced Grammar in Use, pp. 176-179.
NOTE: Before introducing the above grammar targets, it would be useful to revise with you the basic facts about comparing things, places , and people , which you have studied in EL111. 
0. REVISING COMPARISONS
In this introductory section we will revise with you the following constructions that are used to make comparisons. Remember that when we compare things or people, we show either how SIMILAR or how DIFFERENT they are. The following constructions are used to compare things, places, and people:
1. Comparative Adjective  (Adj.)+ than

2. as + Adj. + as  & not as + Adj. + as 
	0.1.  Comparative Adjective + than : Talking About Differences 


Consider the following examples and pay special attention to the words/constructions in bold type, in particular to the form of the adjective: 
· Cairo is larger than Damascus.

· The Nile is longer than the Euphrates.

· Baghdad  is older than Beirut.

· My car is cheaper than yours.

Rules:  To form comparative adjectives:
1. Add the suffix –er if the adjective consists of one syllable as in the above examples.  
2. Use more or less in front of adjectives that consist of more than one syllable:  e.g.  beautiful → more/less beautiful ; intelligent → more/less intelligent. e.g.
· This building is more beautiful than the one which we saw yesterday.

3. If a two-syllable adjective ends in y, change the y into an i and add the suffix –er. :  e.g.  lazy → lazier;  noisy → noisier. e.g.
· Max is happier than Malcolm.
4. There are exceptions to rule 1 above:  good → better; bad → worse;  far → farther. e.g.
· This essay is better than the one you gave me last week.
	0.2  as + Adj. + as  & not as + Adj. + as :

 Talking About Similarities &  Differences


The construction as+Adj+as is used to express similarities. Consider the following examples: e.g. 
· A tiger is as dangerous as a lion.

· Warsaw is as cold as Moscow in winter.

· Mahmoud Darwish is as famous as Taha Hussein.

The construction not as + Adj + as , on the other hand, is used   for showing differences between persons, places and things. e.g. 
· England is not as sunny as Kuwait.

· Mount Hermon is not as high as Mount Everest.
· Ali  is not as intelligent as Hassan.
Notice that this construction (i.e. no at as + Adj. + as ) is common because it is less critical than the corresponding affirmative comparison. Compare the first and the second sentence in the following pair:
· Jane’s kitchen is not as clean as Nola’s (kitchen).

· Nola’s kitchen is dirtier than Jane’s (kitchen).
0.3.    The Superlative  : Comparing Three or More Items
You remember from EL111 that  when we compare three or more items, we use the superlative form of the adjective.  Consider the following examples and  pay special attention to the adjectives in bold type (i.e. superlative adjectives).  

1.  The Nile is the longest river in the world.

2.  Some archeologists believe that Damascus is the oldest city in the world.

3.  Mecca and Jerusalem are the most sacred cities for Muslims.

4.  The Dead Sea is the lowest place in the world.  It is 394 meters below sea

      level.

Rules:
1. Adjectives that consist of one syllable:  Add the suffix –est:  old → oldest; 

      long → longest; low → lowest

2.  Adjectives that consist of two syllables and that end in y: Change the y into i

      and add –est: easy → easiest; pretty → prettiest

2. Adjectives that consist of two or more syllables:  Add the most or the least in

      front of the adjective: expensive → the most/least expensive;   

      intelligent → the most/least intelligent
Exceptions:
The following adjectives do not follow the above rules:  good → the best;  bad → the worst;  far → the farthest.
1.  COMPARASIONS:  as…as & so…as
1.1. Comparing Qualities/Characteristics:
As you have seen above,  the two construction as + Adj + as  and  not +as +Adj. + as  are frequently used to express SIMILARITY and Difference respectively: 
· Sue is as talkative as Linda. (SIMILARITY: two people who are equal in a certain characteristic)

· Sue is not as talkative as Linda. ( DIFFERENCE: two people having an unequal characteristic).
There are other ways of comparing things, places or people. For instance, the construction so + Adj. + as can be used to express similarity and difference : e.g.

· Ali is not so tall as Ahmed is.

Notice that this construction is commonly used in conversation to comment on another statement and is often used without as . Consider the following exchange:

· SPEAKER (1): Ali and Ahmed are really tall boys.
· SPEAKER (2): Ali is not so tall ( as Ahmed is).

1.2.   Comparing  Amounts: How Much & How Many : 
So far, we have been talking about how to compare qualities or characteristics which two things or  people have. This is done through the use of adjectives. It is also possible to compare nouns, particularly when we the comparison deals with amounts/quantities as in the following two examples:

· My car  does not have as many options  as yours.
· Your printer does not need as much ink as mine.

Notice the use of many with count nouns  (e.g. options )and much with non-count ones (e.g. ink) .

1.3. Comparing Actions:
It is also possible  to compare the manner in which two  actions are done. This is done through the use of manner adverbs  as in the following two examples:

· She plays the piano as well as you (do).

· Ali  drives  as skillfully as Ahmed (does)

2. SUFFICIENCY: enough
The word enough occurs in different context to express the concept of sufficiency. Below is a brief presentation of the contexts in which enough is used:
2.1. enough + N
Enough is used as a determiner in front of  count and non-count nouns : e.g.

· I do not have enough money. ( e.g. to buy a car)

· His body is weak. He has not had enough exercise.

· We do not have enough room (i.e. space) to store all these books.

Sometimes the word enough stands on its own ( without a noun). This is the case  when the noun can be recovered/understood from the context : cf.

· First Speaker: Make sure that you have enough money on you before we go there.

· Second Speaker: Do not worry. I will have enough (money). 

2.2. adjective + enough
Enough is used after an adjective to indicate  that someone or something has as much of a quality as is needed . Consider the following examples:

· I am not strong  enough to move this table by myself.
· This arrangement is good enough for me.

· These oranges are not ripe enough (to eat).

2.3. adverb + enough
Enough is also used after an adverb as in the following examples:
·  This course is not this demanding; but  you do not seem to be trying hard enough. [ manner of action (i.e. trying)]

· We will send all details to you within 72 hours. Will that be soon enough for you. [time of action]

Notice that enough is used in these examples to express the sufficiency of the manner or the time of an event/action  or an arrangement.
3. INTENSIFIERS : very, so, such, & too.
BASIC REMARKS:
1. The intensifiers very, so and too are used to emphasize adjectives and adverbs. They express either a positive or a negative meaning.

2. The intensifier such, on the other hand, is used to emphasize noun phrases consisting of the sequence  : Adj. + N.

Below is a brief discussion (with examples) of these intensifiers.
3.1. very :

1. The intensifier very is used to emphasize an adjective as in the following examples:

· That is very kind of you.

· That was  very nice of her.
· She is a very considerate teacher.

· Some students say that this course is very demanding. [ -ing adjective]

2.  Very is also used to emphasize an adverb as in the following examples:

· Please think very carefully before you sign the contract.

· He spoke very slowly but very firmly.

   3. Very is not used with adjectives that already describe an    extreme quality . For instance, we would not say *very excellent or *very wonderful . The following are some representative examples of such adjectives:

· brilliant, enormous, essential, huge, perfect, awful, etc.

3.2. so : 
1. So is used to emphasize an adjective as in the following examples:

· It is so cold today.
· They were so nice.

· The students seemed so happy.

2. So is also used to emphasize an adverb as in the following examples:

· These days,  with so much work to do, time seem to pass so quickly.

· I can tell you that he has no worries. He sleeps so soundly.
3.3. too :
1. Too is used in front of an adjective to indicate that an amount ( size), degree or quality is more than necessary or required and hence more than desirable or acceptable. In other words, it express a negative meaning. Consider the following examples:
· Ali is too proud to admit his mistake. [ He should not be so.]

· This shirt is too small for me. [ I cannot wear it.]

· This office is too noisy.[ I cannot work in it].

2. Too is also used with adverbs to express a sense of excess ( more than necessary) . cf: 
· I realized that I had made a serious mistake too late.

· You are walking too fast  Dad. ( for me to follow you).

3.4. such
1. Such is used in the following construction : such + a + Adj. + N   ( e.g. such a nice girl) to emphasize the adjective that precedes the noun  . For example, instead of saying:
· Peter is a nice man.,

         We can say:

· Peter is such a nice man.

         Below are some more examples:

· He seemed such a happy baby.
· I was surprised to see you at such a bizarre place.
· It was such a pleasant surprise meeting Edward Saed  in Beirut last week  . 
2.  Such is also used with  plural noun phrases . In this case the indefinite article a is not used : cf.

· You really should not tell such obvious lies.
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