IN CHARGE 2 :  UNIT 9 (pp.1- 3 )
GRAMMAR TARGETS
1. Word Order in Noun Phrases (NPs)

2. Order of Adjectives

See also: Advanced Grammar in Use, pp. 126-139 & 164-165

NOTE: Before presenting the above grammar targets, it would be convenient to explain the term NP (Noun Phrase).

0.  NOUN PHRASE (NP)
The NP is a word ( noun or pronoun) OR a GROUP OF WORDS whose HEAD is commonly a NOUN. The HEAD NOUN (HN) may be preceded  by other elements (e.g. articles, adjectives, etc.). 

All the underlined constructions in the following examples are NOUN PHRASES. Notice that the Head Noun is in italic type.
1. John is happy.

2. This is my wallet.

3. The tall boy is my nephew.

4. I have never met your youngest son.

5. I like that little striped kitten.

6. A large  Egyptian trade delegation has arrived in London .

7. We need a very long sharp knife.

8. My wife has bought an elegant Persian carpet.
1.  WORD ORDER IN NPs
TWO GERNERALIZATIONS may be drawn from the above examples:
1. Head Nouns may be preceded by several items ( i.e.   word classes). Consider the NP in the  following example and notice that the HN is preceded by five words:
· All the international Arab football players are going to meet in Kuwait next week.

2. Items that precede a HN appear in a VERY SPECIFIC ORDER. For instance, in the above example the reordering of the elements preceding the HN is not possible. Notice the unacceptability of the following strings of words:
· * All the Arab international football players

· * All the football international Arab players

· * All the international football Arab players

The categories of items that can precede the HN are detailed in your SB (p.110). Below is a brief definition of the function of  each of these categories (from In Charge 2: Teacher’s Guide, p. T97):
	ITEM
	EXAMPLE


	FUNCTION

	Predeterminers
	all, both, every, etc.
	They modify determiners & quantifiers



	Determiners
	a, an, the, his, my, this, these, etc.
	They tell which one (i.e. N)



	Quantifiers
	few, a lot, several. one/ two, etc.
	They tell how many or how much



	Intensifiers
	very, extremely, rather, etc.


	They tell to what degree.

	Adjectives
	old, tall, expensive, cotton, Lebanese, surprising, etc.


	They tell what kind.


Consider the structure of the two NPs in the  following  table. Notice, in particular, that more than one adjective occur in the slot labeled “Adjective”:

	Pre-

Determiner


	Determiner
	Quantifier
	Intensifier
	Adjective
	HN
	

	both of
	the
	two
	-
	new American


	cars
	

	all 
	the 
	-
	very
	old British
	cars
	


2.  ORDER OF ADJECTIVES
IMPORTANT NOTES:
1. As pointed out above, a  HN may be preceded by more than one adjectives.

2. When more than one adjective modify a HN, they occur in a specific order according to the semantic category of the  adjective ( as illustrated in your SB, p. 111)

3. Although there are many different categories of adjectives in English,  it is rare in everyday conversation  to find more than three adjectives in row used in a sentence”. ( In Charge 2: Teacher’s Guide, p. T79)

4. With certain types of adjectives (e.g. colour adjectives) it is possible to put the coordinator and between the two adjectives that modify a HN . Consider the following examples from Advanced Grammar in Use (p.166):
· Sweden’s yellow and blue flag ( not * …yellow, blue flag)
· an attractive and big garden ( also: an attractive, big garden)
