RELEVANT SOURCES

Amongst the most important relevant sources that will contribute significantly towards improving your language skills are: 

(1) radio and TV newscasts, commentaries, programs, etc. transmitted in English,

(2) English newspapers, magazines and books, and 

(3) The Internet

Of these three sources, the Internet is probably the most relevant because through it you can have free access to a variety of English language courses addressed to foreign language learners.  These courses, which will be discussed in some detail below, deal with various aspects of grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, reading and writing.  In addition, they provide you with ample opportunity to listen to English as spoken by native speakers.  It is because of this that we refer you to specific sites to look for specific language topics in each and every unit.

ONLINE ENGLISH

Today, there are scores of sites which provide tuition and training in English.  Most of these sites are not free of charge, i.e. they cannot be accessed unless access fees are paid.  There are, however, some sites which can be accessed free of charge,  and three of them have been selected for you by the authors of this guide to help you upgrade your English.  They have been chosen on three grounds:

1. The material is relevant to the course.

2. The level of difficulty is appropriate.

3. The content is culturally appropriate.

The significance of Online English courses/programs manifests itself in that:

1. They provide supplementary aid to you in such areas where you feel you need help that the core course material does not provide.

2. Some of the exercises are interactive, and thus they are fun to do because they show you your scores of right and wrong.  But be careful not to spend too many hours on them needlessly.

3. They provide training in areas which otherwise require instruction by tutors, especially in pronunciation, and listening comprehension.

4. The exercises are done in total privacy, so you are not embarrassed by the presence of other learners or by the tutor when you make a mistake.  This encourages you to learn by trial and error, and a lot can be learned this way.

5. All listening/pronunciation material is by native speakers of English.

6. You can use the Internet whenever you are free.  There is no fixed schedule.

7. You can go at your own pace.

RELEVANT ONLINE LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

The language programs most relevant to EL 112 are:

1.  University of Ottawa English Program

2.  Purdue University Online Writing Lab

3.  British Council Learn English: Grammar Program

Below are details about:

· Website addresses

· Contents of each program

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ENGLISH PROGRAMME
· Website Addresses


· Contents

1.  Building Sentences

· Why Sentence Structure Matters

· The Structure of a Sentence 

· Review: Sentence Structure

· The Order of a Sentence

· The Purpose of a Sentence

· Review: Sentence Usage

    2.    HyperGrammar

· Introduction to HyperGrammar

· The Parts of Speech

· The Parts of the Sentence

· Punctuation

· Using Pronouns

· Using Verbs

· Modifiers

· Building Phrases

· Building Clauses

· Building Sentences

      3.   Diction

· Catch Phrases

· Connotations and Denotations

· Review: Diction

      4.  Spelling

· Spelling words with   "ei" and  "ie"

· Review:   "ei" and   "ie"

· Spelling final   "y" before a suffix

· Final Silent   "e"

· Review: Final Silent   "e"

· Spelling Words with Double Consonants

      5.   Writing Paragraphs

· Start with an Outline

· Writing Topic Sentences

· Review: Topic Sentences

· Dividing your Argument

· Review: Dividing your Argument

· Developing Unified and Coherent Paragraphs

· Review: Paragraph Development

 6.  Miscellaneous Topics

· The Thesis Statement

· Word Formation

· Apposition

· Noun and Pronoun Characteristics
PURDUE UNIVERSITY ONLINE WRITING LAB
· Website Address


· Contents

1.  Grammar

· Adjectives and Adverbs

· Nouns

· Prepositions

· Pronouns

· Sentence structure

· Verbs
2. Punctuation

· Apostrophes and Quotation Marks

· Commas

· Hyphens

· Other Punctuation Marks

· Sentence Punctuation

3. Spelling

· Sound-alike Words

· Noun Plurals

· Suffixes

4.  Exercises

·   Grammar

·   Spelling

·   Punctuation

BRITISH COUNCIL LEARN ENGLISH: GRAMMAR PROGRAMME
· Website Address

     

· Contents

· Articles

· Conditionals

· Conjunctions

· Determiners

· -ing or to?

· Modals

· Prepositions

· Relative Clauses

· Reported Speech

· Present Perfect
WHAT TO SEARCH FOR
The sites which have been recommended for you contain definitions and exercises on grammar, punctuation, spelling, pronunciation, vocabulary and writing.

Most categories are listed in their home page in alphabetical order.  Read the home pages carefully before you begin to enter the sites inside them. 

The Weekly Study Guide in Part II below has details of what to look for in the recommended on-line material.  However, this material has much more than your course requires.  If you feel you still need additional training in a certain linguistic area, you can either find it yourself in the sites or you could ask your tutor to help you.

http://www.learnenglish.org.uk/grammar/definitions/index.html





http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/index/html





1.   http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/bldsent.html


2.   http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/grammar.html


3.   http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/diction.html


4.   http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/spelling.html


5.   http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/paragrph.html


6.   http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/misc.html


7.   http://www.longmanenglishinterative.com/whatis.html 


8.   http://www.Cambridge.org.elt 


9.   http://www.mcelt.com 


10. http://www.oup.com/elt  


11. http://www.longman.com/challenges 


12. http://www.combridge.org/eltproject
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