On Target 1

ON TARGET 1 :  UNIT 1

	GRAMMAR PRESENTATION (1)
	The Simple Present


In this section you will learn four major uses of the simple present tense.  You no 

doubt know what the simple present tense is.  Anyway, the simple present is the basic 

form of the verb (e.g. write) or the s-form (e.g. writes).  The s-form is used with third

person singular nouns and pronouns (he, she, it) as in the following example:

1.  I / We / They / You
write

2.  He / She


writes                                     letters every week.

3.  My tutor


writes

4.  My brothers

write


The four main uses of the simple present discussed in this section are as follows:

1.  Present Habits:


- I listen to the news every morning.


- We go to work by bus.


- My father sends me an e-mail everyday.

Notice:  An adverb showing how often the action is done is commonly used in such contexts (e.g. everyday, once a week, etc.)

2.   Ideas, Opinions, and Feelings:

This use does not refer to actions. It rather refers to likings, dislikings, attitudes, beliefs and other mental states: e.g.
· I like classical music.

· She knows a lot about the Arab World.

· Ali enjoys listening to Arabic poetry.

3.   Facts and General Truths:

Facts can be proved by scientific experiments or empirical evidence: e.g.

· Water boils at 100°  Centigrade.

· The River Jordan pours into the Dead Sea.

General truths are things generally known to be true but cannot be proved by scientific evidence:  e.g. 

· Arabs are hospitable and friendly.

4.  Future Events:

The simple present is also used to refer to future events.  This is particularly so if the future event is seen as a fact; i.e. something determined in advance:

· KU flight No. 219 departs at 2:30 p.m. next Thursday.

· Our finals begin next week.

	NEGATIVE SENTENCES


The rule for changing a statement into a question is simple.  Consider the following examples:

1.  I like cheese →  I do not (don't) like cheese.

2.  He speaks English  →   He does not (doesn't) speak English.

Rule:  add do not (or the contracted form don't) in front of the verb.  Remember that we use the s-form (i.e. doesn't) with third person singular nouns and pronouns (he, she,  it).
Note: If the verb in the sentence is a form of the verb BE (i.e. is, are , am) we don't use do or does.  We simply add not.  Notice also that with is and are, we often use the contracted form: e.g.
is + not  →  isn't
are + not  → aren't
	QUESTIONS


Again the rule is simple.  Consider the following examples:

1. This guide is useful → Is this guide useful?

2. Our tutors are helpful → Are our tutors helpful?

3. I am responsible for this course → Am I responsible for this course?


NOTE:  If the verb in the sentence is not a form of BE (i.e. is, are, am), we must use do or does as in the following examples:

	1
	---
	My tutor
	speaks
	English fluently
	.

	
	Does
	my tutor
	speak
	English fluently
	?

	2
	---
	We
	meet
	twice a week
	.

	
	Do
	we
	meet
	twice a week
	?



	GRAMMAR PRESENTATION (2)
	Future Events


As is clear from the title, this presentation deals with how the simple present is used to refer to future events.  We discussed this above. 
As you may recollect, the simple present is used to refer to a future even if such event is seen as a fact; i.e. something determined in advance:  

e.g.

· Our train leaves at 9:15 from Platform 2.

· This year Christmas falls on a Friday.

	GRAMMAR PRESENTATION (3)
	Frequency Adverbs


This presentation deals with adverbs and expressions that indicate how often an action is done; that is the frequency of an action.  This is why they are called frequency adverbs and expressions.


REMINDER


In writing do not forget to begin a sentence with a  capital letter and to end it with a full-stop (period) if it is a statement and a question mark if it is a question.





RULE


Move is, are, or am to the beginning of the sentence.  Do not forget to capitalize the first word in the question and to add a question mark [?] at the end.





SOME FREQUENCY ADVERBS AND EXPRESSIONS


- {once} a day/week/month/year


   {twice}


   {three times}


-  everyday/night/week/morning/month/year


-  often, usually, always, frequently, weekly, daily


-  rarely, never, seldom
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